Strategic Japanese-French Cooperative Programme on
"Information and Communication Technologies (ICT)
including Computer Sciences”

First Call for Proposals to be submitted by February 28th, 2008

| General Description
1. New scheme for joint funding of Japanese-French research cooperation

Based on the agreement concluded in June 1991 between Japanese and
French governments on cooperation in science and technology and on the joint
guidelines signed between Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) and
Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR) in December 2007, JST and ANR
have agreed to establish a new scheme for joint funding of Japanese-French
cooperative research projects. After consultations between the two parties,
“Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) including Computer
Sciences” has been selected as the field of research for which the joint funding
scheme will be applied.

2. Aim of programme and research field

The aim of the programme is to strengthen the collaboration between Japan and
France within the field of “ICT including Computer Sciences” to achieve
world-class scientific results, leading towards new innovative technologies.

This specific area is currently undergoing remarkable development and is
considered important by both JST and ANR in order to achieve science and
technology innovations in the long run. Examples of such research areas are:

Technologies for Assessing Information System Dependability;

Robotics and Artificial Intelligence;

ICT Using Quantum Effects;

Micro Optical-Electro-Mechanical Systems (MOEMS) / Nano Optical-Electro
Mechanical Systems (NOEMS);

5. Micro Electro-Mechanical Systems (MEMS) / Nano-electro-Mechanical
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Systems;

Ubiquitous Computing and Network;
Grid and High Power Computing;
Virtual Reality;

. Ipv6; and

10. Security.
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Each year from 2008 to 2010, a call for proposals of each party will be open to
high-level collaboration projects between Japanese and French research teams.
Each project will be funded for a period of three years.

A balanced scientific contribution of both partners to a joint proposal is assumed.
Such proposals may be made directly to JST and ANR by Principal Investigator
(PI) of each country. They should be made in English and should be submitted
on the relevant form for each country, and according to the rules and such
closing dates as may apply in each.

3. Who can apply?

JST and ANR invite Japanese and French researchers to submit proposals for
cooperative research projects in the research areas described above. All
applicants must fulfil national eligibility rules for research grant application.

It should be noted that those researchers who have already been funded by
JST’'s Strategic International Cooperative Program with CNRS can submit _a
proposal for a substantially new research project, but not the same one that
has been supported by the Program.

4. Financial support

JST and ANR plan to support cooperative research projects including;

(1) Stipend for PHD students and post doctorates position;

(2) Salary for post doctorates position;

(3) Equipment;

(4) Travel expenses; and

(5) Joint seminars and workshops.

JST supports expenses for Japanese researchers, and ANR supports expenses
for French researchers.



II. Support by JST/ANR
JST and ANR agree to contribute on a balanced basis to the financing of the
program.

[1-1.1 JST

For 2008 JST envisages to fund approximately 3 bilateral projects.

Budget of a project may differ in each year, depending on the content of
activities, but the total budget for the Japanese researcher over a full 3-year
period (i.e., 36 months) should not exceed 30 million yen in principle. (Example:
a proposal may envisage a budget of 7 million yen for the first year, 13 million
yen for the second year and 10 million yen for the final year.)

Due to budget limitations of this program, amounts will be adjusted in each year.
Expenses for equipments may be requested, in principle, only for the first fiscal
year.

[I-1.2 ANR

ANR will not earmark special funds to support the proposed projects since the
proposals submitted to this program will compete with proposals received by the
ANR national programme and therefore the number of French/Japanese
projects selected for funding and the total amount that could be engaged by
ANR will strongly depend on the number and quality of the submitted projects.
The average ANR fund per partner per project will be about 150K€ for 3 years.

[I-2. Cooperative Research Period
The cooperative research period shall be 3-years (i.e., 36_months) in_total,
counting from the start date.

[I-3. Details of Support

[1-3.1 Contract between Applicants and JST/ANR

Support will be implemented according to a contract for commissioned research
entered between JST/ANR and a university or public research institute
(hereinafter referred to as the “institution”), etc.

The contract for commissioned research will be renewed each year over the
cooperative research period for JST and for 3 year duration for ANR.



[1-3.2 Intellectual Property

JST and ANR have no claims on the Intellectual Property Rights arising from the
projects, as the funds they provide constitute a grant in support of the research
activity alone. Intellectual property rights belong to the researcher and/or his/her
employing institution. It is the responsibility of each scientific partner to ensure
the efficient protection and proper distribution of any intellectual property arising
from the accomplishment of the joint research projects.

Since the contract is concluded on condition that all administrative procedures
related to this project should be handled within the institution, the research
leader should consult with the department in charge at his/her institution.

The project participants should enter into a Collaboration Agreement to specify
how Intellectual Property Rights will be handled. A Collaboration Agreement will
need to be in place and reported to ANR and JST before any grant notification
will be made.

[1-3.3 Funded Expenses

Funding provided within this call is intended to enhance the capacity of the
applicants to collaborate. Funding will therefore be provided mainly in support of
the collaboration vectors and of the local research that is necessary for the
collaboration. Projects will be funded for up to three years.

- Stipend for a PHD student, stipend or salary for a post-doctoral fellow (i.e. a
temporary position for up to 3 years, financed according to national gross
wages), in countries where national ruled allow it;

- Consumables;

- Small equipment;

+ Travel and visiting costs; and

- Joint seminars and workshops.

All budget items must conform to the national rules relevant for each applicant.

[1l. Application

The Japanese and French applicants shall write a common application that shall
be submitted to JST and ANR respectively by Pl of each country. The
application shall be written in English. For the Japanese applicants, a Japanese
version of the application is also required. They should be submitted on the



relevant form for each country, and according to the rules and such closing
dates as may apply in each. Applicants submitted by one side only will not be
accepted.

French co-applicants will designate one National Co-ordinator.
Japanese PI shall include a name list of this research team in his application.
The application shall include:

a) Project description, including how collaboration will be carried out, with clear
statements of what roles Japanese and French researchers will play respectively
in the project;

b) Description on the expected outcome of the proposed project, scientifically as
well as in terms of its relevance for the industry and society;

c) Description on the ongoing activities and specific advantages of the Japanese
and French groups respectively, which form the basis for the proposed joint
project;

d) Description on the expected added value from the proposed joint project,
including how the competence, technology and other resources in each group
complement each other and eventual multidisciplinary approach;

e) Description of how the project is expected to help strengthen research
cooperation between Japan and France over the long term;

f) Description on the added value expected from the transnational cooperation;
g) Description on how the proposed joint project compares with other
comparable activities worldwide: and

h) Description on how the intellectual property and know-how arising form the
accomplishment of the joint research projects will be handled.

[1I-1. Application Forms
The following application forms have been prepared, in Japanese (J) and
English (E). Japanese forms shall be submitted only to JST by Japanese PI.

Form 1 E Application outline (titte of cooperative research
project, names of research leaders, cooperative
research period)

Form 2J/E Information on research leaders (their CVs*)



Form 3J/E Name list of individuals committed to the cooperative
research project in Japan and France
Form 4J/E Description of the cooperative research project
including the points stated in from a) to h) above
-maximum of 10 pages-

Form 5J/E Plan for the cooperative project

Form 6 E Papers and other publications by the Japanese-side
research leader in the past 5 years

Form 7 E Papers and other publications by the French-side
research leader in the past 5 years

Form 8J/E Budget plan for the project

* The description shall include short Curriculum Vitae (CV) from both Japanese
and French research leaders, which include basic information on education, past
and present positions and membership of relevant organizations/associations.
Each description should not be more than 1/2 page A4.

[1I-2. Preparation of Application Forms
Applicants should fill in the particulars in all the application forms listed in Ill-1
above.

[11-3. Submission of Application Forms

Applicants for the first call for proposals should send the application by closing
date of each national call. Japanese researchers shall submit their applications
through JST’s online application system (https://puf.jst.go.jp/rqp/index.html).
French researcher shall submit through ANR online application system within
the frame of Programme Blanc.

IV. Evaluation of Project Proposals

IV-1. Evaluation Procedure

On the basis of common selection criteria, JST and ANR will separately examine
the proposals according to their own evaluation procedures. Based on the
results of the evaluation, JST and ANR will make a common decision regarding
the funding of selected proposals.



IV-2. Evaluation Criteria

The following general evaluation criteria will apply to each proposed project:
Scientific quality and innovativeness of the joint research plan;
Conformity with program aims and designated research fields;
Added value to be expected from the Japanese-French research
collaboration;
Feasibility and appropriateness of the joint research plan;
Competence and expertise of the Japanese and French scientists teams;
and
Balanced cooperation.

IV-3. Announcement of Decision
The final decision regarding supported projects will be notified to the
applicants around July 2008.

V. Responsibilities of Research Leaders After Proposal is Approved

After the proposal has been approved, successful researchers shall observe the
national rules for their scientific and financial reporting.

In addition, on behalf of their participating teams, PI of each country shall submit
the following reports to JST and ANR respectively:

- Each year an annual progress report; and
- At the end of each project a formal final report.

If papers describing results of research exchange are presented to academic
journals, societies and so on, copies of such papers should be submitted with
the final report.

Due acknowledgement of support received from JST and ANR should be made
in the publication of any research resulting from this program.

Japanese research leaders and their affiliated institutes shall observe
“Guidelines of Management and Audit of Public Research Funds in Research



Institutes” established in February 2007 by Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science & Technology.

Japanese applicants should contact the following for further information:

o2

Hiroshi Suzuki or Saori Tsuchiya

Department of International Affairs

Japan Science and Technology Agency

Tel. +81(0)3-5214-7375 Fax +81(0)3-5214-7379

sicpfr2@jst.go.jp

French applicants should contact the following for further information:

Nakita Vodjdani
Head of international cooperations
nakita.vodjdani@agencerecherche.fr

Marie Louise Saboungi
Tel. +33 1 78 09 80 58

Marie-louise.saboungi@agencerecherche.fr

Agence Nationale de la Recherche (ANR)
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