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Script used for an intervention during the HLPF for Sustainable Development
in UN HQs in NY on July 10%, 2018

Thank you Madam Moderator,

This is Taikan Oki, the senior vice-rector of the United Nations University.

You should know that the SDG6 synthesis report 2018 on water and sanitation was
successfully introduced yesterday.

If you see the report in detail, you will find a message that "Flood occurrence has
increased in countries of all income categories in the last decade compared to 1990s, and was,
on average, four times higher...," but good news is that the proportion of flood-affected
population and economic damage relative to GDP has decreased over the past decade for all
income regions, most likely due to nations adopting policies for flood management and
reducing vulnerability.

However, unfortunately, you may know, serious flood just occurred in the UNU's host
nation, Japan. More than 100 people's death have been confirmed, and still nearly another
100 people are missing in such an industrialized nation. We suspect the influence of climate
change for this case, and we're geophysically quite sure that the frequency of such a heavy
rainfall will increase associated with the increase of air temperature.

[PCC mentioned in 2014 in its 5% synthesis report that "A first step towards adaptation
to future climate change is reducing vulnerability and exposure to present climate variability".

However, it is seriously concerned that the speed of climate change seems beyond our
imagination, and beyond our capacity to adapt. Consequently, we may not be able to adapt
even against the present level of climate variability.

Member states are warned to take immediate actions developing resilience and adapting
to present climate variability and also to the anticipated future climate changes with global
partnerships.

Thank you very much.
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