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B Summary:

When addressing ELSI/RRI inherent to novel technologies, legal issues, not only ethical
and social issues, must be examined from the initial stage of the development of those
technologies. Despite this, there are no conventional approaches to ELSI research within
the sphere of legal studies. This preliminary research project seeks to address this problem
by composing three research units: (1) law and ELSI research, which will explore the role
of legal studies in ELSI research and develop cooperative ties with other areas of
humanities and social science; (2) practice of novel technology law, which will analyze the
impact of novel technologies on existing legal rules, in particular from theoretical and
systematic viewpoints; and (3) research on rule-making, which will analyze rule-making
processes that may affect the development and diffusion of novel technologies.
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