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B Summary:

The government responses to the COVID-19 pandemic have impacted every aspect of
people’s lives globally, raising many ethical, legal, and social issues (ELSI). This study
will examine such issues by conducting thorough literature review using databases and
thereby comparing the government responses both in Asian countries such as South
Korea and Taiwan and in Western countries such as the UK and the USA. Such a study
will provide the foundational work for designing the institutional framework to embed
scientific advice within the democratic policymaking and for improving science
communication. It will also enable one to propose solutions to imminent issues that have
ensued from the government measures to contain the pandemic, such as the
encroachment of individual’s liberty and privacy and discrimination against the
healthcare providers. The achievements of this research will lay the foundation for a
further international collaborative study.

BMJoint R&D Organizations:
Kyoto University, The University of Tokyo, Tohoku University, Otani University, Meiji
Gakuin University, Japan Medical Association Research Institute
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