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B Summary:

Our project aims to establish a new approach to discussing ethics of life and death in
contemporary society based on what we term human-technological constructionism. It
1s critically related to the discipline in the philosophy of technology focusing on the
construction of social reality by technological mediation of human activities. Through
an interdisciplinary approach encompassing STS, anthropology, contemporary arts,
and Nogaku (Noh Theater), we will analyze how technologies -- including engineering,
institutional, and cultural technologies -- have constructed phenomena of life and
death. Our goal is to structure the theoretical and practical base for discussing ethics
of life and death amidst these rapidly developing technologies in a post-COVID-19
society. In this preparatory phase, we will develop the analytical standpoint through
case studies to establish rapport among the fields. In addition, we will create forums
to motivate public discussions on life and death through the union of contemporary
arts and the Japanese traditional art of Nogaku, a genre with varieties of stories about
life after death.
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