
The Timeline 

of RISTEX History

RISTEX (Research Institute of Science 

and Technology for Society) was 

established in 2001 with the Japanese 

name of ‘the System for Research in 

Science and Technology for Society’ 

(RISTEX (System) for short). After the 

reorganization in 2005, the Japanese 

name was changed to the Center for 

Research in Science and Technology 

for Society (RISTEX (Center) for short). 

Despite many changes within and 

outside of the organization, RISTEX 

has continued to fund and promote 

R&D in STfS.
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the 1st Science and Technology 
Basic Plan the 3rd S&T Basic Planthe 2nd S&T Basic Plan

FY2002 FY2003 FY2004 FY2005 FY2006 FY2007 FY2008 FY2009FY*1996 FY1997 FY1998 FY1999 FY2000 FY2001

◆  September 11 
attacks (USA)

◆  The 1st BSE 
case in Japan 
leading to the 
blanket testing

◆  JCO 
criticality 
accident

◆  Budapest 
Conference

◆  The National 
University 
Corporation 
Act

◆  Start of 
Japan’s 
population 
decline

◆  2008 financial 
crisis

◆  H1N1 
pandemic

Social Issue Surveys

Reorganization

Safety and Security Protecting Children from Crime

Mission Program I: Building a knowledge system for solving social issues related to safety

Mission Program II: Elucidation and 
resolution of vulnerabilities in the 
advanced information society

Governance in Ubiquitous Society

Elucidation and resolution of 
vulnerabilities in the advanced 
information society

Information Technology and Society

Call for Proposal Type

Implementation-Support Program

Social System & Social Technology Theory

Science and Technology, Literacy in the 21st Century

Interaction Between Science, Technology and Society

Science Technology and Humanity

Social System & Social Technology Theory

Mission Program III: 
Elucidation of 
factors affecting 
children’s 
cognitive and 
behavioral 
development in 
Japan

Elucidation of factors affecting children’s cognitive and behavioral 
development in Japan

Brain Science and Society

Brain Science and Education Brain Science and Education

Type I

Type II (Validation Studies)

Sustainable Society Community-Based Actions against Global Warming and 
Environmental DegradationSustainable Society

Funding programs

Surveys/research 
conducted in RISTEX

RISTEX (System)
(System for 
Research in Science 
and Technology for 
Society)

RISTEX (Center)
(Center for Research in Science 
and Technology for Society)

科学技術振興事業団（JST）と科学技術振興事業団（JST）と
日本原子力研究所の連携協力体制で日本原子力研究所の連携協力体制で

「社会技術研究システム」発足「社会技術研究システム」発足

RISTEX (System) established RISTEX (System) established 
under former JST*under former JST*11 and JAERI* and JAERI*22

RISTEX integrated into JSTRISTEX integrated into JST
JST became an incorporated JST became an incorporated 
administrative agency and was administrative agency and was 
renamed to Japan Science and renamed to Japan Science and 
Technology AgencyTechnology Agency

大幅な事業改革（領域探索機能の拡充、公募型への重点化、実装の重視）大幅な事業改革（領域探索機能の拡充、公募型への重点化、実装の重視）A major reform in RISTEX activities (focus on social issue surveys, A major reform in RISTEX activities (focus on social issue surveys, 
funding and social implementation)funding and social implementation)

RISTEX (System) reorganized into RISTEX (System) reorganized into 
RISTEX (Center)RISTEX (Center)The Study Group on R&D of S&T for Society (Yoshikawa The Study Group on R&D of S&T for Society (Yoshikawa 

Committee) at Science and Technology AgencyCommittee) at Science and Technology Agency

* The Japanese fiscal year starts in April and ends in March of the following year.* The Japanese fiscal year starts in April and ends in March of the following year.
*1 Japan Science and Technology Corporation*1 Japan Science and Technology Corporation
*2 Japan Atomic Energy Research Institute*2 Japan Atomic Energy Research Institute

the 4th S&T Basic Plan
the 6th Science, Technology and Innovation 

Basic Planthe 5th S&T Basic Plan

FY2010 FY2011 FY2012 FY2013 FY2014 FY2015 FY2016 FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021 FY2023 FY2024 FY2025FY2022

◆   Great East 
Japan 
Earthquake

◆  Fukushima 
nuclear 
disaster

◆  Kumamoto 
earthquakes

◆   COVID-19 
pandemic

RISTEX set up ELSI initiativesRISTEX set up ELSI initiatives

Creating Community-Based Robust and Resilient Society

Creating a Safe and Secure Living Environment in the Changing Public and Private Spheres (Public/Private Spheres)

Redesigning Communities for Aged Society

Designing a Sustainable Society through Intergenerational Co-creation (Intergenerational Co-Creation)

Science of Science, Technology and Innovation Policy (STI Policy)

Promotion of Future Earth Initiatives Promotion of Future Earth Initiatives

Human-Information Technology Ecosystem (HITE)

Responsible Innovation with 
Conscience and Agility (RInCA)

Research Activities: ELSI Initiatives

Service Science, Solutions and Foundation

Research Activities: 
Research Integrity 
Surveys

Solution-Driven Co-Creative R&D Program for SDGs (SOLVE for SDGs)

Scenario Creation, Solution Creation

Preventing Social 
Isolation & Loneliness 
and Creating 
Diversified Social 
Networks

R&D Results Integrated TypeSocial 
Implementation of 
Solutions Related 
to the Great East 
Japan Earthquake
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研究開発領域・プログラムの適正で円滑な研究開発領域・プログラムの適正で円滑な
評価実施のため「運営評価委員会」を設置、評価実施のため「運営評価委員会」を設置、
JSTが国立研究開発法人にJSTが国立研究開発法人に

The evaluation committee set up in RISTEX for The evaluation committee set up in RISTEX for 
evaluation of funding programsevaluation of funding programs
JST renamed to Japan Science and Technology AgencyJST renamed to Japan Science and Technology Agency

‘Convergence 
of knowledge’ 

was added

Project Case

Safety and Security → Implementation-Support

Establishment of National Bases for 
Tsunami Disaster-Prevention Awareness 
Activities Utilizing the Tsunami Disaster 
Scenario Simulator

PI: KATADA Toshitaka (Gunma University)

Developed an animated ‘moving hazard map’ that 
shows sequential changes in range and degree 
of potential tsunami damages, 
which was used in disaster 
education. Its use in Kamaishi, 
which suffered severe damage in 
the Great East Japan Earthquake, 
led to the ‘Miracle of Kamaishi,’ 
in which 99.8% of approx. 3,000 
students at 14 schools survived.

Project Case

Implementation-Support

Wide Use of MSPA in Medical, Educational and 
Social Scenes

PI: FUNABIKI Yasuko (Kyoto University)

Developed a practical assessment scale, MAPA 
(multi-dimensional scale for PDD and ADHD), that 
assesses the level of support 
required by individuals with 
developmental disabilities in 
detail and displays the results 
as a radar chart. Along with 
the scale, a supplemental 
manual to assist the users and 
a program to train the users 
was also developed. It became 
included in the medical 
insurance in 2016.

STI Policy

Realizing of Policymaking Process of Infectious 
Disease Control Using Mathematical Modeling 
Techniques

PI: NISHIURA Hiroshi (Hokkaido University)

Developed a model that describes in mathematical 
terms how infectious diseases spread, and how long 
it takes for diseases to manifest and become severe, 
for effective infectious disease control based on 
objective evidence. It was used in revising national 
vaccination programs.

Project Case

Intergenerational Co-Creation

Distributed Rainwater Management for a Sustainable Well-Being Society

PI: SHIMATANI Yukihiro (Kyushu 
University)

To solve the issues of the centralized 
water management system, an 
urban vision “Rainfall Society” 
was proposed and a method was 
developed for a decentralized 
water management system based 
on an intergenerational co-creation 
which stores and infiltrates water around the basin while increasing high-
quality greenery. It is effective for disaster prevention as well as community 
revitalization. Collaborated with a JICA project and the World Bank.

Project C
ase

Project Case

Public/Private Spheres

Training for and Implementing Collaborative 
Investigative Interviews for Child Protection and 
Welfare

PI: NAKA Makiko (RIKEN; Ritsumeikan University; 
and Hokkaido University)

Organized a training program to support forensic 
interviews conducted in a collaborative manner 
by child guidance centers, law enforcement, 
and prosecutors, with which more than 10,000 
professionals have been trained. Also, a training 
program for trainers of this program was developed 
which has so far resulted in more than 100 trainers.
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