
PRE-SUBMITTED Q&A

27

Q&A Document
Web Page  https://www.jst.go.jp/program/india/en/call/     
PDF           https://www.jst.go.jp/program/india/dl/2026/lotus_faq.pdf



Pre-submitted Questions

28

Web Page  
https://www.jst.go.jp/program/
india/en/call/     

Listed at the bottom of this page.

Revisited



29

Q&A 1.Eligibility Requirements

Questions Answers

1. What are the eligibility requirements for 

invitees?

1. Invitees must be master's students, doctoral students, or 

postdoctoral researchers affiliated with an Indian university 

or research institution; universities and research institutions 

located in India, and generally under 40 years of age. Age 

limit relaxation is available for circumstances such as 

childcare or nursing care responsibilities.

2. Is it mandatory for invitees to remain 

affiliated with an Indian university or 

research institution throughout the 

invitation period?

2. Invitees are required to maintain affiliation with an Indian 

university or research institution throughout the invitation 

period.

3. Are master's students eligible as 

invitees? Are graduates or unaffiliated 

individuals ineligible?

3. Master's students are eligible. However, graduates who 

are unaffiliated cannot be designated as invitees.

4. Are undergraduate students ineligible 

as invitees?

4. Undergraduate students and individuals without 

institutional affiliation cannot be designated as invitees.
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Q&A 1.Eligibility Requirements

Questions Answers

5. Are Indian students enrolled at 

overseas institutions ineligible as invitees 

due to their lack of affiliation with Indian 

institutions?

5. Individuals without affiliation to an Indian university or 

research institution cannot be designated as invitees.

6. What are the priority research fields? 6. Seven priority fields have been established: 

AI/Information/Intelligent Robotics, Biotechnology, Energy, 

Materials, Quantum, Semiconductors, and 

Network/Telecommunications.

7. Is interdisciplinary research eligible if it 

can be linked to the priority fields?

7. Applications are welcome if the research can be linked to 

related fields. Interdisciplinary research is also encouraged.

8. Are research publication records 

mandatory for application?

8. Research publication records are not mandatory 

requirements.
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Q&A 1.Eligibility Requirements

Questions Answers

9. Can applicants without published papers 

apply?

9. Applicants without published papers may be designated as 

invitees.

10. Can applicants from Indian universities 

other than IITs apply?

10. Indian research institutions are not limited to IITs. Many 

research institutions from across India have been selected in 

both FY2024 and FY2025.
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Q&A 2.Application Procedure and Process

Questions Answers

1. Can students or Indian-side researchers 

apply directly to JST? What procedures 

are required for application? How should 

application documents be submitted?

1. Direct applications from students or Indian-side 

researchers are not accepted. Only applications submitted by 

Japanese-side PIs through e-Rad will be accepted.

2. Is prior communication between the 

Indian PI and Japanese-side PI mandatory 

for application?

2. Mutual agreement between the Japanese-side PI and 

Indian PI is mandatory for preparing the application. JST 

does not provide automatic matching services.

3. Is re-application permitted? 3. Re-application for proposals submitted in FY2024 and 

FY2025 is permitted.

4. Is it possible to change the Indian PI 

after selection?

4. PI changes after selection are possible, subject to 

approval by the Program Officer (PO).
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Q&A 2.Application Procedure and Process

Questions Answers

5. Can a single Japanese-side PI submit 

multiple LOTUS applications?

5. Multiple applications by the same Japanese-side PI are 

permitted.

6. Can multiple students be dispatched 

under one application?

6. Please submit one application per invitee.

7. Can multiple students be dispatched to 

the same host?

7. Dispatching multiple invitees to the same host is 

permitted.

8. When does the program start? 8. Research is expected to commence on or after October 1, 

2026.

9. What is the application deadline? 9. The application deadline is June 9 at 12:00 noon Japan 

time. Selection results are expected to be announced after 

late August.
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Q&A 2.Application Procedure and Process

Questions Answers

10. Is there flexibility in arrival timing in 

Japan?

10. The timing of arrival in Japan can be flexibly arranged 

according to the research plan; however, this call solicits 

proposals for invitations to commence within FY2026.

11. Is a prior MoU (inter-university 

agreement) required?

11. A prior MoU (inter-university agreement) is not required.
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Q&A 3.Program Overview and Details

Questions Answers

1. What is the difference between LOTUS 

(Basic Type) and LOTUS (ASPIRE Type)?

1. LOTUS (Basic Type) has a maximum duration of 12 

months, while LOTUS (ASPIRE Type) has a maximum 

duration of 36 months. Please refer to the explanatory 

materials for details on support content.

2. Which type should I apply for? Can I 

apply for both simultaneously?

2. Please select between Basic Type and ASPIRE Type based 

on the scale and duration of your research plan. 

Simultaneous application to both is permitted.

3. Is it possible to transition from Basic to 

ASPIRE?

3. Transition from Basic Type to ASPIRE Type is planned to 

be permitted, subject to PO approval.
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Q&A 4.Selection Criteria and Evaluation

Questions Answers

1. What are the most important 

evaluation criteria in the selection 

process?

1. The selection criteria are as follows:

① The proposed research activities are consistent with the 

objectives of the program and are expected to produce the 

outcomes that the program aims to achieve.

② [LOTUS (Basic Type)] The proposed research activities 

have clear significance for implementation within the 

relevant research field/area.

   [LOTUS (ASPIRE Type)] The proposed research activities 

demonstrate originality and superiority within the relevant 

research field/area.

③ The objectives to be achieved within the implementation 

period, the implementation plan, and the budget plan are 

specific and appropriate.

④ The applicants possess the necessary track record and 

capabilities required to execute the proposed activities.

   - Whether the Japanese Principal Investigator and the 

Indian Principal Investigator possess sufficient qualifications 

for conducting the proposed joint research and joint 

supervision.

   - Whether the invitee possesses sufficient qualifications for 

conducting the research activities.
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Q&A 4.Selection Criteria and Evaluation

Questions Answers

2. Are there numerical criteria such as 

CGPA or number of publications?

2. There are no numerical criteria such as CGPA or number 

of publications.

3. Do GATE or NET examinations affect 

the evaluation?

3. GATE/NET examinations do not affect the selection 

process.

4. How is interdisciplinary research 

evaluated?

4. Interdisciplinary research is also welcome. Please also 

describe the relevance to the priority fields.

5. Is Japanese or English language 

proficiency required for invitees?

5. Japanese and English language proficiency are not 

included in the selection criteria for invitees.
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Q&A 5.How to Find and Contact Japanese-side PI/Supervisor

Questions Answers

1. Can JST introduce Japanese-side PIs to 

Indian PIs? How should Indian PIs identify 

potential Japanese-side PIs?

1. JST does not provide introductions or matching services. 

Please contact laboratories at potential partner universities 

and research institutions directly to discuss collaborative 

research opportunities.

2. Is it required that the research 

institution or PI has previously participated 

in the LOTUS Programme?

2. Prior participation in the LOTUS Programme by the 

research institution or PI is not required.

3. Is there a list of host institutions in 

Japan participating in this program?

3. Please check the LOTUS Programme website for 

previously selected institutions.
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Q&A 6.Duration of Stay and Flexibility

Questions Answers

1. What is the duration of stay for the 

LOTUS Programme?

1. The duration of stay for LOTUS (Basic Type) is up to 12 

months from the research start date, and for LOTUS 

(ASPIRE Type) is up to 36 months.

2. Is it possible to apply for a short-term 

stay of 6 months?

2. There is no minimum duration requirement.

3. Is it possible to divide the stay into 

multiple visits?

3. Multiple visits during the stay period are permitted.

4. Is there a limit on the number of visits 

to Japan for Indian PIs?

4. There is no limit on the number of visits to Japan for 

Indian PIs.
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Q&A 7.Handling of Existing Collaborations

Questions Answers

1. Is it possible to develop existing 

collaborations into LOTUS proposals?

1. It is possible to develop existing collaborations into LOTUS 

proposals.

2. Is it possible to apply with a PI who has 

previously participated in LOTUS?

2. Prior participation in the LOTUS Programme is not a 

requirement.
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Q&A 8.Indian Faculty/Co-PI Participation

Questions Answers

1. Can an Indian PI submit multiple 

applications?

1. Multiple applications by the same Indian PI are permitted.
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Q&A 9.Research Outcomes and Completion Requirements

Questions Answers

1. Is the LOTUS Programme a degree-

granting program?

1. The LOTUS Programme is not a degree-granting or 

awarding system.

2. Is the LOTUS Programme a fellowship? 2. The LOTUS Programme is not a fellowship system.

3. What outcomes are expected from the 

program?

3. The program expects the creation of "tangible exchange 

and research outcomes" through joint research.

4. Is paper publication mandatory? 4. Outcomes such as paper publications are welcome but not 

mandatory.

5. Will a completion certificate be issued? 5. A certificate will be issued to invitees upon completion of 

the research period.



43

Q&A 10.Living Expenses, Stipend, and Accommodation

Questions Answers

1. How are living expenses provided? 1. JST provides support funds including living expenses to 

the Japanese host institution.

2. Is accommodation provided? 2. Please confirm with the Japanese host institution.

3. Is travel allowance provided? 3. Initial travel expenses from India to Japan and final return 

travel expenses from Japan to India are not covered by JST 

support.

4. Are there family allowances or support 

for invitees' families?

4. JST does not provide family allowances or support for 

invitees' families.
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Q&A 11.Travel Expenses and Support

Questions Answers

1. Is international airfare (India↔Japan) 

covered?

1. Initial travel expenses from India to Japan and final return 

travel expenses from Japan to India cannot be covered by 

JST support funds or research expenses.

2. Are domestic transportation costs in 

Japan covered for invitees?

2. Transportation costs for invitees related to research 

activities may be covered from joint supervision expenses 

(Basic Type) or joint research expenses (ASPIRE Type).
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Q&A 12.Support Funds and Research Expenses

Questions Answers

1. Are research expenses (consumables, 

etc.) supported?

1. Joint supervision expenses (Basic Type) and joint research 

expenses (ASPIRE Type) may be used for consumables and 

other expenses.

2. Are initial setup costs included? 2. Initial setup costs are permitted only in the first year of 

ASPIRE Type.
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Q&A 13.Career Support and Post-Program

Questions Answers

1. Is there career support for invitees after 

program completion?

1. Upon selection, invitees will be registered with the LOTUS 

Programme Club and will receive follow-up support including 

relevant information.

2. Does this lead to employment or 

postdoctoral opportunities in Japan for 

invitees?

2. JST does not directly mediate employment opportunities.
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Q&A 14.Visa Procedures

Questions Answers

1. Who handles visa arrangements? How is 

accommodation arranged?

1. We request that the host institution provide support for 

visa, accommodation, and other procedures after selection.
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1

Pre-submitted 
Questions

Questions submitted in advance 
have been organized by 
category and will be addressed 
today.

(Same items as previously 
communicated by email)

2

Additional Questions

If you have additional 
questions, please send them to 
the email address below.

jst-india@jst.go.jp

General questions may be 
added to the Q&A document 
at a later date (*personal 
information will not be 
included)

Planned page 
for the video

The materials from 
today’s session will be 
posted on the website 
shortly.

Please feel free to share 
them with anyone who 
was unable to attend.
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