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This project aims at establishing a new imaging modality “virtual
aperture microscope (VAM).” VAM is based on a hardware technology of
optical coherence tomography (OCT) and digital-holographic signal
processing. It simultaneously enables three-dimensionally high-
resolution imaging and long-depth-range imaging. This property of VAM
is particularly useful for investigation of thick cultivated tissues, such as
one for regenerative medicine and cell spheroids for drug discovery.

The concept of VAM was first presented in 2006, but its practical
realization had to wait for further development of phase-stable OCT
technology, fast signal processing technology, and sophisticated theory
of virtual aperture. In this project, we are going to tackle there three
problems and establish a practical VAM realization.
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