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National Academy of Sciences
EXRBETHTI—
Mission

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) is a private, non-profit society of distinguished scholars engaged in
scientific and engineering research, dedicated to the furtherance of science and technology and to their use for
the public good.

An Act of Congress, signed by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863 at the height of the Civil War, calls upon the NAS
to provide independent advice to the government on matters related to science and technology. The National
Research Council was created under the NAS charter in 1916 to extend the scope of the NAS in its advisory role.
The National Academy of Engineering and the Institute of Medicine were organized under the NAS charter in 1964
and 1970, respectively.

Since 1863, the nation's leaders have turned to the National Academy of Sciences for advice on the scientific and
technological issues that frequently affect policy decisions. Most of the institution's science policy and technical
work is conducted by the National Research Council (NRC), which was created expressly for this purpose and
which provides a public service by working outside the framework of government to ensure independent advice
on matters of science, technology, and medicine. The NRC enlists the nation's top scientists, engineers, and other
experts, who volunteer their time to study specific issues. The reports that result from their deliberations have led
to some of the most significant and lasting improvements in the health, education, and welfare of all Americans.
The Academy's service to government has become so essential that Congress and the White House have issued
legislation and executive orders over the years that reaffirm its unique role.
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Royal Society London
RE-EiIhE
Our Mission

The Royal Society is a self-governing Fellowship of many of the world’s most
distinguished scientists drawn from all areas of science, engineering, and medicine.
The Society’s fundamental purpose, as it has been since its foundation in 1660 is to
recognise, promote, and support excellence in science and to encourage the
development and use of science for the benefit of humanity.
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Our Priorities

Our priorities emphasise our commitment to the highest quality science, to
curiosity-driven research, and to the development and use of science for the
benefit of society. These priorities are to promote science and its benefits, recognise
excellence in science, support outstanding science, provide scientific advice for
policy, foster international and global cooperation and education and public
engagement.
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The Royal Society has a long track record of
providing scientific advice to policy makers.
Its earliest report, on the state of Britain’s

forests, was published in 1664.
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Today, scientific advice to underpin policy is more important than ever before. From
neuroscience to nanotechnology, food security to climate change, the questions being
asked of scientists by policy makers, the media and the public continue to multiply.
Many of the issues are global in nature, and require international collaboration, not just
amongst policy makers, but also between scientists. In the run-up to its 350t
Anniversary in 2010, the Royal Society has established a Science Policy Centre in order
to strengthen the independent voice of science in UK, European and international
policy. We want to champion the contribution that science and innovation can make to
economic prosperity, quality of life and environmental sustainability, and we also want
the Royal Society to be a hub for debate about science, society and public policy.
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Royal Society: Science Policy Centre (How we work)
FigE: HEREEI— (BRLKDERX)

The Royal Society’s science policy work is based on
the recognition that:

e An expanding range of critical areas of public

policy have scientific aspects;

e Sound policies are more likely if decision makers have
access to expert, independent scientific advice;

e A modern national academy should play a prominent
role in monitoring the health of the UK and international
science base, and assembling evidence to support
investment. Each year, we publish several in-depth
reports, produced by working groups of Royal Society
Fellows and other experts, who analyse the scientific
evidence related to a topical issue. But we undertake
many other types of activity, including conferences and
seminars, short statements, media work, consultation
responses and briefings for policymakers. We organise
regular Policy Lab meetings, which bring together
scientists, policy makers and other thinkers to debate
emerging issues in science policy. And we represent the
UK in international networks such as the Inter Academy
Panel on International Issues (IAP).
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Royal Society: Science Policy Centre (Who we work with)
FIRE:-HEREEVS4— (HHHED)

e Our 1,400 Fellows and 315 University Research
Fellows provide a unique source of scientific
expertise, which informs all of our policy activities.
Fellows and other experts, including economists and
social scientists, participate in working groups, and
the Council of the Royal Society reviews our major
reports.

e Our Science Policy Advisory Group, chaired by Lord
Krebs, is responsible for the overall direction of our
policy work, and contributes to horizon scanning,
scoping new projects and sharpening our impact.

e Our international partners include science
academies across Europe, US, China, India and
beyond; research and policy organisations; charitable
foundations and networks like the International
Council for Science(ICSU) and the European
Academies Science Advisory Council (EASAC).

e Our spheres of influence include decision makers in
Westminster and Whitehall; business leaders ;
research funders and bodies such as the European
Commission, OECD, World Bank and UN agencies.
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1931~1995 International Council of Scientific Unions
1996~ International Council for Science(Z{4)

United Nations
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“I1CSU Families” (examples)

Interdisciplinary Bodies and Joint Initiatives
Assessment Bodies(2)

MA Millennium Ecosystem Assessment
SCOPE Scientific Committee on Problems of Environment

Thematic Bodies(6)

COSPAR Committee on Space Research
SCAR Scientific Committee on Antarctic Research
SCOR Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research

Global Environmental Progammes(4)

DIVERSITAS An International Programme of Biodiversity Science

IGBP International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme

IHDP International Human Dimension Programme on
Global Environmental Change

WCRP World Climate Research Programme

Monitoring/Observation Bodies(4)

GCOS Global Climate Observing System
GOOS Global Ocean Observing System
GTOS Global Terrestrial Observing System

IGOS Integrated Global Observing System
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Japan has over 100 think tanks, most of which cover not only policy research but
also economy, technology and so on. Some are government related, but most of the
think tanks are sponsored by the private sector. ( wikipedia, Think Tank )
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