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Executive summary
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The Workshop entitled ‘Biodiversity-Ecosystem (BE) Projects and Future Research
Strategy’ was held on the 24™ April in 2005 in order to propose a R&D strategy in
conservation and sustainable exploitation of ecosystems. This workshop was
coordinated by Prof. Takashi KOHYAMA of HOKKAIDO University. He and delegates
argued research projects that should be carried out within 5-10 years for conservation
and sustainable exploitation of ecosystem functions. This workshop was aimed at
reviewing current scientific and technological topics and selection of research topics to
establish procedures for environmental assessments.

The minutes of the workshop;
¢ Postulate for the arguments:
Most of the ecosystem assessments have been carried out qualitatively rather
than quantitatively. We need to establish quantitative methods for ecosystem
assessments
We do not know much about BE linkage and their functions. That cause great



prevention against prediction on quantitative ecosystem changes.

¢ Aims of the research program:
* Mechanistic approach to understand ecosystems and the establishment of
methods for ecosystem assessments in order to maintain ecosystem functions
and exploit ecosystem services in a sustainable way.

¢ Research projects conducted by the research program:

* Mechanical understanding of interactions between BE functions applying
advanced technologies
Development of monitoring technologies for biodiversity at large spatial scales
Establishment of meta-analysis, impact assessment and prediction methods for
understanding the interactions between BE functions
Establishment of ecosystem assessment tools subject to sustainable
social-economic development
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