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Box No. I Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

Document 1: JP 2001-353787 A (MINOLTA CO., LTD.) 25 December 2001 (2001-12-25), claims 9, 10,
paragraphs [0086], [0092] (Family: none)

The claims are classified into the following three inventions.

(Invention 1) Claims 1-4

Document 1 discloses "a three-dimensional shaping method in which a powder material 18 adhesively bonded 1o
a reusable manner and pexforming shaping, the three-dimensional shaping method inchding: a step (a) for applying
an adhesion bgud containing a decomposable adhesive to @ powder material; and a step (b) for cuning the adhesion
liquid (claim 9). The three-dimensional shaping method according to claim 9 further including a step (¢), which
is performed after the step (b), for decomposing the adhesion Hguid that the shaped object has {claim 10)". A
synthetic polvmeric matetial and a natural polymeric material are given as specific exaniples of the powder material
(paragraph [0086)), and it is indicated that a decomposable polvmer that can be decomposed by heat, light, clectron
bedtn, or micro-organisins can be used as the decomposable adhesive (paragraph [0092]).

When the invention as in claim 1 and the invention disclosed in document 1 are compared, it is found that the
“"three-dinensional shaped object” of the latter corresponds to the "molded body of polymer microparticles” of the
former, and the "step for decomposing the adhesive that the shaped object has” of the latter, which is a step in which
the adhesive is "decomposed by heat, light, electron beam, or micro-organisms”, corresponds to "decomposing the
molded body into polymer microparticles” of the former.

Therefore, claim 1 lacks novelty in the light of document 1 and thus does not have a special technical feature.
However, claim 2 depending from claim } has the special technical feature of "the methed for applying external
stimulation causes the polymer microparticles to expand due to the solvent”. Claims 3-4 cite claim 2, and thus, share

the same special technical feature with claim 2. Therefore, claims 1-4 are classificd as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 5-6

Claims 5-6 cannot be said to share the same or corresponding features with claim 2 classified as invention 1.

Furthermore, claims 5-6 do not depend from claim | classified as invention 1, and are not substantially identical to
or similarly closely related to any of the chims classified iato inveation 1.

Therefore, claims 5-6 cannot be classified as iavention 1.

Clairus 5-6 are classified as invention 2 as a result of having the special technical feature of "a polymer
microparticle molded body in which at least 8¢ mol% of monomers coanstituting the polymer are the monomers
specified in claim 5.

(Invention 3) Claims 7-15

Claims 7-15 cannot be said to share the same or corresponding special technical features with claim 2 classified as
wvention | or claim 3 classitied as invention 2.

Furthermote, claims 7-15 do not depend from claim 1 classified as inveation 1 or claim 5 classitied as invention
2, and are not substantially identical to or similarly closely related to any of the claims classified into invention 1 or
invention 2.

Therefore, claims 7-15 cannot be classified as invention | or invention 2.

Claims 7-15 are classitied as invention 3 as a result of having the special technical feature of "a methed for
recycling polymer microparticles”.

Forra PCT/ISA/210 {continuation of first sheet) (January 2013)
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L. As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search reporf covers all searchable
claims.
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D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment
of additional fees.

3 D As only some of the required addibonal search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search repost covers
ouly those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Conseguently. this intermmational search reportis restricted
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Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
p Y pp p PP.
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D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest bt the applicable protest fee
was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

Ne protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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