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OPTICAL TERMINATING APPARATUS FOR
OPTICAL PATH NETWORK

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an optical terminating
apparatus in an optical path network transmitting wavelength
division multiplexing light consisting of, for example, M
wavebands each having a plurality of, for example, N, wave-
length channels via each of a plurality of, for example, K,
optical fibers in parallel, the optical terminating apparatus
extracting and dropping a predetermined wavelength from
KMN wavelength channels included in wavebands transmit-
ted through the K optical fibers to an electric layer (electric
level) EL disposed with a router etc., for signal conversion
between electric signals and wavelength-based optical sig-
nals or converting an electric signal into a wavelength channel
to add the wavelength channel to wavelength division multi-
plexing light in a predetermined optical fiber, in a relay node
switching a route for each waveband or switching a route for
each wavelength.

BACKGROUND ART

An optical path network is known that transmits wave-
length division multiplexing (WDM) light including a plural-
ity of (M) wavebands each formed by combining lights of a
plurality of; i.e., N, wavelengths respectively corresponding
to a plurality of (N) wavelength channels (wave channels or
light paths) divided by, for example, 100 GHz in a predeter-
mined communication wavelength range via a plurality of (K)
optical fibers in parallel. In each relay node of such an optical
path network, wavelength division multiplexing lights
respectively transmitted through the K optical fibers are sub-
jected to route switching on the basis of a waveband or on the
basis of a wavelength division multiplexing light group
directly to an optical fiber in a predetermined transmission
direction, and a wavelength (channel) included in the wave-
band is separated and dropped (output) to an electric layer as
needed, or a waveband recombined into wavelength division
multiplexing light including a wavelength channel acquired
by converting a signal added from the electric layer into light
is subjected to route switching to an optical fiber in a prede-
termined transmission direction. For example, this corre-
sponds to an optical path cross-connect apparatus described
in Patent Document 1.

It is desired to have a function enabling any wavelength
channel in wavelength division multiplexing light in any
input fiber to be dropped to a connection port to an arbitrary
electric layer (electric level) EL and enabling an added wave-
length channel to be allocated into an arbitrary wavelength
division multiplexing light waveband between a wavelength
level for transmission through optical paths and an electric
level at the time of an optical signal termination process in a
relay node of the optical path network, i.e., a colorless, direc-
tionless, and contentionless function.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENTS
Patent Documents

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publica-
tion No. 2008-252664

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems to Be Solved by the Invention

However, the implementation of the colorless, direction-
less, and contentionless function in a conventional relay node
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requires a huge multi-input multi-output optical switch, caus-
ing technical and cost problems. For example, when wave-
length division multiplexing light including M wavebands
each acquired by combining lights of N wavelength channels
is transmitted through each of K optical fibers in parallel, if a
rate of drop to or addition from an electric layer (electric
level) EL for performing signal conversion between an elec-
tric signal and a wavelength-based optical signal through an
optical router etc., is a predetermined add/drop rate z, an
optical switch having a large scale of KMNxzKMN must be
disposed on the drop side between K wavelength separators
(e.g., arrayed waveguide gratings AWG) for separating wave-
length division multiplexing light from the optical fibers into
wavelengths and the electric layer capable of converting
zKMN wavelength channels into electric signals as depicted
in a conventional configuration (1) of FIG. 46, for example.
At the same time, an optical switch having a large scale of
zZKMNxKMN must be disposed on the add side between K
wavelength combiners (e.g., arrayed waveguide gratings
AWG) for combining added wavelengths into wavelength
division multiplexing light to any optical fiber and the electric
layer capable of converting ZKMN electric signals into wave-
length channels.

In this regard, to implement the colorless, directionless,
and contentionless function without using the huge multi-
input multi-output optical switch, for example, as depicted in
a conventional configuration (2) of FIGS. 47 and 48, a pro-
posal may be made to dispose zZKMN variable filters (tunable
filters) on the drop side between zZKMN 1xK optical switches
for selecting a fiber including a wavelength channel desired to
be dropped and zKMN optical receivers in an electric layer
capable of converting zZKMN wavelength channels into elec-
tric signals. This proposal is not known. The variable filter is
a variable filter formed by disposing MN on/off optical
switches between a 1-by-MN-scale wavelength separator
(e.g., arrayed waveguide grating AWG) separating a group of
wavelength division multiplexing lights selected by the 1-by-
K-scale optical switches into wavelengths and an MN-by-1-
scale wavelength combiner (e.g., arrayed waveguide grating
AWG). Therefore, a huge number of ZKMNxMN on/off opti-
cal switches are required in total, causing a cost problem.
Since the same zZKMN variable filters are disposed on the add
side at the same time between K K-by-1 optical switches for
combining added wavelengths into wavelength division mul-
tiplexing light to any optical fibers and the electric layer
capable of converting ZKMN electric signals into wavelength
channels, a huge number of zZKMNxMN on/off optical
switches are also required in total, causing a cost problem.

The present invention was conceived in view of the situa-
tions and it is therefore an object of the present invention to
provide an optical terminating apparatus ina relay node for an
optical path network capable of further reducing a scale of
matrix optical switches.

Means for Solving the Problems

To achieve the object, the first aspect of the invention
provides an optical signal terminating apparatus for an optical
path network comprising: a variable filter selecting an optical
signal of a predetermined wavelength path making up any one
of'a plurality of wavebands included in one wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing light selected from a plurality of wave-
length division multiplexing lights respectively transmitted in
parallel via a plurality of optical fibers to a relay node in the
optical path network, the variable filter dropping the optical
signal to an electric layer, the variable filter separating the one
wavelength division multiplexing light into a plurality of
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wavebands, the variable filter selecting one waveband from
the plurality of the wavebands, the variable filter selecting and
dropping one wavelength from a plurality of wavelengths
making up the one selected waveband to one of a plurality of
receivers included in the electric layer.

The second aspect of the invention provides the optical
signal terminating apparatus recited in the first aspect of the
invention, comprising (a) an optical branching device branch-
ing each of the wavelength division multiplexing lights from
the plurality of the optical fibers, and (b) a plurality of matrix
optical switches selecting one of a plurality of the wavelength
division multiplexing lights branched from each of a plurality
of the optical branching device to output the wavelength
division multiplexing light to one of the plurality of the vari-
able filters.

The third aspect of the invention provides the optical signal
terminating apparatus, wherein the variable filter recited in
the first or second aspect of the invention includes (1) a
waveband separator separating the wavelength division mul-
tiplexing light into a plurality of wavebands, (2) a waveband
selector selecting one waveband from a plurality of wave-
bands separated by the waveband separator, (3) a wavelength
separator separating one waveband selected by the waveband
selector into wavelengths, and (4) a drop wavelength selector
selecting and dropping one wavelength from a plurality of the
wavelengths separated by the wavelength separator to one of
a plurality of receivers included in the electric layer.

The fourth aspect of the invention provides the optical
signal terminating apparatus recited in any one of the first to
third aspects of the invention, wherein the wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing light is a sequentially-arranged waveband
in which wavelengths making up each of a plurality of wave-
bands which constitute the wavelength division multiplexing
lights are sequentially selected such that one band is made up
of a plurality of wavelengths having lengths continuous to
each other out of a plurality of wavelengths sequentially
arranged in order of length of wavelength.

The fifth aspect of the invention provides the optical signal
terminating apparatus recited in any one of the first to third
aspects of the invention, wherein the wavelength division
multiplexing light is a dispersively-arranged waveband in
which wavelengths of a plurality of bands respectively mak-
ing up a plurality of wavebands which constitute the wave-
length division multiplexing lights are sequentially selected
such that one band is made up of a plurality of wavelengths
having lengths discontinuous to each other (uneven wave-
length channel) out of a plurality of wavelengths sequentially
arranged in order of length of wavelength.

The sixth aspect of the invention provides the optical signal
terminating apparatus recited in the first aspect of the inven-
tion, having an add-side variable filter selecting optical sig-
nals of wavelength paths added from the electric layer to
combine the selected wavelengths into wavebands and an
add-side branching apparatus combining the combined wave-
bands into wavelength division multiplexing light to transfer
the wavelength division multiplexing light to an optical fiber.

The Effects of the Invention

According to the first aspect of the invention, in an optical
signal terminating apparatus for an optical path network com-
prising: a variable filter selecting an optical signal of a pre-
determined wavelength path making up any one of a plurality
of' wavebands included in one wavelength division multiplex-
ing light selected from a plurality of wavelength division
multiplexing lights respectively transmitted in parallel via a
plurality of optical fibers to a relay node in the optical path
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network, the variable filter dropping the optical signal to an
electric layer, the variable filter separates the one wavelength
division multiplexing light into a plurality of wavebands,
selects one waveband from the plurality of the wavebands,
selects and drops one wavelength from a plurality of wave-
lengths making up the one selected waveband to one of a
plurality of receivers included in the electric layer. Therefore,
after each wavelength division multiplexing light is separated
into a plurality of wavebands which constitutes the each
wavelength division multiplexing light, one waveband
selected as a necessary waveband from the plurality of the
wavebands is separated into a plurality of wavelength chan-
nels which constitutes the one waveband to select a wave-
length to be dropped from the plurality of the wavelength
channels and, therefore, the selectors for the waveband selec-
tion and the wavelength selection can be formed by combin-
ing compact optical switches to implement the colorless,
directionless, and contentionless function, thereby signifi-
cantly reducing the scale of the terminating apparatus.

According to the second aspect of the invention, since the
optical terminating apparatus recited in the first aspect of the
invention includes (a) optical branching devices branching
each of the wavelength division multiplexing lights from the
plurality of the optical fibers and (b) a plurality of the matrix
optical switches selecting one of a plurality of wavelength
division multiplexing lights branched from each of the plu-
rality of the optical branching devices to output the wave-
length division multiplexing light to one of the plurality of the
variable filters, the wavelength division multiplexing lights
respectively transmitted through the plurality of the optical
fibers are respectively supplied to the plurality of the matrix
optical switches and, therefore, the matrix optical switches
can select and supply to the variable filter a wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing light including a wavelength to be dropped.

According to the third aspect of the invention, since the
variable filter includes (1) a waveband separator separating
the wavelength division multiplexing light into a plurality of
wavebands, (2) a waveband selector selecting one waveband
from a plurality of wavebands separated by the waveband
separator, (3) a wavelength separator separating one wave-
band selected by the waveband selector into wavelengths, and
(4) a drop wavelength selector selecting and dropping one
wavelength from a plurality of the wavelengths separated by
the wavelength separator to one of a plurality of receivers
included in the electric layer, after each wavelength division
multiplexing light is separated into a plurality of wavebands
which constitutes the each wavelength division multiplexing
light, one waveband selected as a necessary waveband from
the plurality of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of
wavelength channels which constitutes the one waveband to
select a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the
wavelength channels and, therefore, the colorless, direction-
less, and contentionless function can be implemented by
combining compact optical switches, thereby significantly
reducing the scale of the terminating apparatus.

According to the fourth aspect of the invention, since the
wavelength division multiplexing light is a sequentially-ar-
ranged waveband in which wavelengths making up each of'a
plurality of wavebands which constitute the wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing lights are sequentially selected such that
one band is made up of a plurality of wavelengths having
lengths continuous to each other out of a plurality of wave-
lengths sequentially arranged in order of length of wave-
length, a predetermined wavelength included in the sequen-
tially-arranged waveband can be dropped.

According to the fifth aspect of the invention, since the
wavelength division multiplexing light is a dispersively-ar-
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ranged waveband in which wavelengths of a plurality of
bands respectively making up a plurality of wavebands which
constitute the wavelength division multiplexing lights are
sequentially selected such that one band is made up of a
plurality of wavelengths having lengths discontinuous to each
other (uneven wavelength channel) out of a plurality of wave-
lengths sequentially arranged in order of length of wave-
length, a predetermined wavelength included in the disper-
sively-arranged waveband can be dropped.

According to the sixth aspect of the invention, the optical
signal terminating apparatus has an add-side variable filter
selecting optical signals of wavelength paths added from the
electric layer to combine the selected wavelengths into wave-
bands and an add-side branching apparatus combining the
combined wavebands into wavelength division multiplexing
light to transfer the wavelength division multiplexing light to
an optical fiber. Therefore, a plurality of wavelength channels
is selected from the added wavelength, the plurality of the
wavelength channels is combined to make up wavebands, and
a plurality of such wavebands is combined to make up each
wavelength division multiplexing light; therefore, the selec-
tors for the waveband selection and the wavelength selection
can be formed by combining compact optical switches to
implement the colorless, directionless, and contentionless
function, thereby significantly reducing the scale of the ter-
minating apparatus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of a
relay node for an optical path network including an optical
signal terminating apparatus that is one embodiment of
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a diagram explaining a configuration of a sequen-
tially-arranged type of wavelength division multiplexing
lights transmitted in the optical path network of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of a
dispersively-arranged type of the wavelength division multi-
plexing lights transmitted in the optical path network of FI1G.
1.

FIG. 4 is a diagram explaining a configuration example of
an optical path cross-connect apparatus included in the relay
node of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a diagram explaining a configuration and a func-
tion of a matrix optical switch used in the relay node of FI1G.
1.

FIG. 6 is a diagram explaining a configuration and a func-
tion of 1-by-3 photocouplers PC used in the relay node of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 is a diagram explaining a configuration and a func-
tion of 3-by-1 photocouplers PC used in the relay node of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 8 is a diagram explaining a configuration and a func-
tion of an arrayed waveguide grating AWG used in the relay
node of FIG. 1.

FIG.9is a diagram explaining a separating operation of the
arrayed waveguide grating AWG of FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a diagram explaining a cyclic separating opera-
tion of the arrayed waveguide grating AWG of FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 is a diagram explaining a major configuration of a
variable filter included in a drop-side optical terminating
apparatus in the relay node of FIG. 1.

FIG. 12 is a diagram explaining a cyclic arrayed waveguide
grating and multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide grat-
ing in which making up a waveband separator BS and con-
nected to each other in the variable filter of FIG. 11.
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FIG. 13 is a diagram of an A-by-1 optical switch connected
in a tree-type that is making up each of a waveband selector
BE and a wavelength selector WE in the variable filter of FIG.
11.

FIG. 14 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-4 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating that is making up a wavelength separator
WS in the variable filter of FIG. 11.

FIG. 15 is a flowchart explaining functions of the variable
filter in the first embodiment of FIG. 11.

FIG. 16 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
avariable filter in another embodiment (second embodiment)
of the present invention.

FIG. 17 is a diagram explaining an arrayed waveguide
grating AWG1 and an arrayed waveguide grating AWG?2 in
which making up a waveband separator BS and connected to
each other in the variable filter of FIG. 16.

FIG. 18 is a diagram explaining an A-by-1 arrayed
waveguide grating that is making up the waveband selector
BE in the variable filter of FIG. 16.

FIG. 19 is adiagram explaining a turned-type 2-by-8 cyclic
arrayed waveguide grating that is making up a wavelength
selecting device in the variable filter of FIG. 16.

FIG. 20 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-4 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating that is making up the waveband separator
BS in a variable filter of another embodiment (third embodi-
ment) of the present invention.

FIG. 21 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-5 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating that is making up the wavelength separator
WS in the variable filter of the third embodiment.

FIG. 22 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
a variable filter in another embodiment (fourth embodiment)
of the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a diagram explaining a configuration of an
arrayed waveguide grating with a 16-by-16 turned waveguide
that is making up the waveband separator BS in the variable
filter of FIG. 22.

FIG. 24 is a diagram explaining a pair of arrayed
waveguide gratings AWG1 and AWG2 in which making up
the waveband separator BS and connected to each other in a
variable filter of another embodiment (fifth embodiment) of
the present invention.

FIG. 25 is a diagram explaining an A-by-1 photocoupler
PC making up the waveband selector BE and an on/off optical
switch disposed on input side thereof in the variable filter of
the fifth embodiment of FIG. 24.

FIG. 26 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
a variable filter in another embodiment (seventh embodi-
ment) of the present invention.

FIG. 27 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-8 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating and an 8-by-2 multi-input multi-output
arrayed waveguide grating that are making up a waveband
separator BS1 in the variable filter of FIG. 26.

FIG. 28 is a diagram explaining is made up of a 1-by-4
arrayed waveguide grating and a 4-by-2 multi-input multi-
output arrayed waveguide grating that are making up a wave-
band separator BS2 in the variable filter of FIG. 26.

FIG. 29 is a diagram explaining grid-type optical switches
that are making up a waveband selector BE1, a waveband
selector BE2 and the wavelength selector WE in the variable
filter of FIG. 26.

FIG. 30 is a flowchart explaining functions of the variable
filter in the seventh embodiment depicted in FIG. 26.

FIG. 31 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
a variable filter in another embodiment (eighth embodiment)
of the present invention.

FIG. 32 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-2 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating and a 2-by-2 multi-input multi-output
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arrayed waveguide grating that are making up a waveband
separator BS3 in the variable filter of FIG. 31.

FIG. 33 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-2 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating that is making up a wavelength separator
WEL in the variable filter of FIG. 31.

FIG. 34 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
a variable filter in another embodiment (ninth embodiment)
of the present invention.

FIG. 35 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
avariable filter in another embodiment (tenth embodiment) of
the present invention.

FIG. 36 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
a variable filter in another embodiment (eleventh embodi-
ment) of the present invention.

FIG. 37 is a diagram explaining a 16-by-16 multi-input
multi-output arrayed waveguide grating that is making up the
wavelength separator WS in the variable filter of FIG. 36.

FIG. 38 is a diagram explaining a 16-by-16 multi-input
multi-output arrayed waveguide grating that is making up the
wavelength separator WS in a variable filter of another
embodiment (twelfth embodiment) of the present invention.

FIG. 39 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
a variable filter in another embodiment (thirteenth embodi-
ment) of the present invention.

FIG. 40 is a diagram explaining a 4-by-4 multi-input multi-
output arrayed waveguide grating and a 4-by-1 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating that are making up the wavelength selector
WE in a variable filter of another embodiment (fourteenth
embodiment) of the present invention.

FIG. 41 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-8 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating that is making up the waveband separator
BS in a variable filter of another embodiment (fifteenth
embodiment) of the present invention.

FIG. 42 is a diagram explaining a 91-by-91 multi-input
multi-output arrayed waveguide grating that is making up the
wavelength separator WS in the variable filter of the another
embodiment (fifteenth embodiment) of the present invention.

FIG. 43 is a diagram explaining a 1-by-8 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating that is making up the wavelength selector
WE in the variable filter of the another embodiment (fifteenth
embodiment) of the present invention.

FIG. 44 is a schematic explaining a major configuration of
a variable filter in another embodiment (sixteenth embodi-
ment) of the present invention.

FIG. 45 is a diagram explaining a configuration of a vari-
able filter in another embodiment (eighteenth embodiment)
of the present invention.

FIG. 46 is a diagram explaining a configuration of a drop-
side optical terminating apparatus having a conventional con-
figuration (1).

FIG. 47 is a diagram explaining a configuration of a drop-
side optical terminating apparatus having a conventional con-
figuration (2).

FIG. 48 is a diagram explaining a configuration of a vari-
able filter included in the drop-side optical terminating appa-
ratus having the conventional configuration (2) of FIG. 47.

FIG. 49 is a diagram of comparing a switch scale of the
optical terminating apparatus between the conventional con-
figurations (1) and (2), and the embodiment of FIG. 11 in
relation to the change of an add/drop rate z.

FIG. 50 is a diagram of comparing the switch scale per
variable filter between the conventional configuration (2) and
the first embodiment in relation to the change in the number
M of wavebands per fiber or the number MN of wavelengths
per fiber when N is set as a constant value.

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

8
MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is aschematic of a main portion of a configuration of
a relay node RN for an optical path network connected in a
netlike manner through an optical fiber bundle made up of a
plurality of, for example, K, optical fibers F1 to FK. This relay
node RN is disposed between K input-side optical fibers Fil,
Fi2, . . . FiK acting as waveband paths and K output-side
optical fibers Fol, Fo2, . .. FoK and includes an optical path
cross-connect apparatus OXC and an optical signal terminat-
ing apparatus 10.

In this embodiment, one waveband WB is formed by com-
bining lights of a plurality of| i.e., N, wavelengths respec-
tively corresponding to a plurality of wavelength channels
(wave channels or light paths) divided by, for example, 100
GHz in a predetermined communication wavelength range,
and M (M sets of) wavebands WB are combined to form one
wavelength division multiplexing (WDM) light, which is
transmitted through each optical fiber. Therefore, wavebands
WB11to WB1M, WB21 to WB2M, ... WBK1 to WBKM are
input in parallel via respective input-side optical fibers Fil,
Fi2, . . . FiK acting as optical fibers, and new routed wave-
bands WB11 to WB1M, WB21 to WB2M, . . . WBK1 to
WBKM are output in parallel via respective output-side opti-
cal fibers Fol, Fo2, . . . FoK acting as routes of optical paths.
K, M, and N are integers and are set to K=8, M=8, and N=12,
for example.

For example, wavelengths of wavelength channels
included in the waveband WB11 are denoted by Al111 to
A1N; wavelengths of wavelength channels included in the
waveband WB12 are denoted by A121 to A12N; wavelengths
of'wavelength channels included in the waveband WB1M are
denoted by A1M1 to A1MN; wavelengths of wavelength
channels included in the waveband WBKM are denoted by
AKM1 to AKMN; and these wavelengths, for example, A121
to A12N may be wavelengths sequentially increasing in series
or may be dispersive wavelengths. FIGS. 2 and 3 depict
configuration examples of wavelengths A making up the
wavebands. FIG. 2 depicts an example of sequentially-ar-
ranged wavebands and a plurality of serially selected wave-
bands is set such that one band is made up of 16 consecutive
wavelengths selected from consecutive wavelengths. FIG. 3
depicts an example of dispersively-arranged wavebands and,
since one waveband is set as 16 wavelengths dispersively
selected from consecutive wavelengths, one band is made up
of wavelengths discontinuously different in a waveband and
between the wavebands such that wavelengths making up a
waveband are made up of wavelengths discontinuously dif-
ferent in the waveband and between the wavebands.

The optical path cross-connect apparatus OXC extracts a
predetermined wavelength included in wavelength division
multiplexing lights respectively input via the K input-side
optical fibers Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK and incorporates the wave-
length into another desired wavelength division multiplexing
light for transmission via a desired fiber. This optical path
cross-connect apparatus OXC is, for example, a layered opti-
cal path cross-connect apparatus depicted in FIG. 4 perform-
ing routing (route switching) on the basis of a waveband on a
waveband level WBL and performing routing (route switch-
ing) on the basis of a wavelength on a wavelength level WLL.
This optical path cross-connect apparatus OXC includes a
waveband path cross-connect portion BXC performing the
waveband-based routing of the wavelength division multi-
plexing lights respectively input via the K input-side optical
fibers Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK, i.e., the K (K sets of) wavebands
WB11 to WB1M, WB21 to WB2M, . .. WBK1 to WBKM so
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that each set is output to one of the K output-side optical fibers
Fol, Fo2, . . . FoK while dropping a predetermined number,
i.e., apreset add/drop ratey (arbitrary number from O to 1), of
drop wavebands out of the K input wavebands WB11 to
WBI1M, WB21 to WB2M, ... WBK1 to WBKM to a wave-
length path cross-connect portion WXC; the wavelength path
cross-connect portion WXC performing the wavelength-
based routing of a plurality of wavelengths making up each of
the predetermined-rate wavebands dropped at the preset add/
drop rate y (arbitrary number from 0 to 1) to form and output
a predetermined rate of added waveband; and a waveband
combiner BC combining the K wavebands having the routes
switched by the waveband path cross-connect portion BXC
and respectively output to the K output-side optical fibers
Fol, Fo2, . . . FoK with the added wavebands rearranged by
the wavelength path cross-connect portion WXC so that the
combined wavebands are respectively input to the K output-
side optical fibers Fol, Fo2, . . . FoK. The optical path cross-
connect apparatus OXC may be a single-layer optical path
cross-connect apparatus instead of the layered optical path
cross-connect apparatus configuration as described above.

The optical signal terminating apparatus 10 includes a
drop-side optical signal terminating apparatus 10d selecting a
predetermined (arbitrary) drop wavelength from the wave-
length division multiplexing lights respectively input via the
K input-side optical fibers Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK acting as optical
fibers, i.e., the K (K sets of) wavebands WB11 to WB1M,
WB21to WB2M, ... WBK1 to WBKM so0 as to drop the drop
wavelength to a predetermined (arbitrary) receiver out of a
plurality of receivers PI in the electric layer EL disposed with
a router etc., for signal conversion between electric signals
and wavelength-based optical signals; and an add-side optical
signal terminating apparatus 10a adding an optical signal
added from a predetermined (arbitrary) transmitter out of a
plurality of transmitters PO in the electric layer EL, i.e., an
add wavelength, to a predetermined waveband in need thereof
and further adding the predetermined waveband to a prede-
termined wavelength division multiplexing signal in need
thereof such that the predetermined waveband is transmitted
from any one of the output-side optical fibers Fol, Fo2, . ..
FoK transmitting the predetermined wavelength division
multiplexing signal.

Returning to FIG. 1, the drop-side optical signal terminat-
ing apparatus 104 and the add-side optical signal terminating
apparatus 10a are made up of optical components having a
reversible property in both directions of input/output almost
in the same way except that the direction of light is different.
For example, even when those referred to as a wave separator
on one side are referred to as a wave combiner on the other
side, these optical components have the same configuration.
Therefore, in the following description, the configuration of
the add-side optical signal terminating apparatus 10a will not
be described because the configuration of the drop-side opti-
cal signal terminating apparatus 104 will be described
instead. An add-side variable filter TFa of the add-side optical
signal terminating apparatus 10a may not be included in some
configurations depending on characteristics of an add-side
light source.

The drop-side optical signal terminating apparatus 104
includes an optical branching apparatus (device) 12d branch-
ing each of K wavelength division multiplexing signals
respectively transmitted via the K input-side optical fibers
Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK connected on the input side of the optical
path cross-connect apparatus OXC into the number zZKMN
acquired by multiplying a total wavelength channel number
KMN by an add/drop rate z to the electric layer EL; zZKMN
1-by-K matrix optical switches MS respectively receiving the
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K wavelength division multiplexing signals respectively
branched from the fibers by the optical branching apparatus
124 and selecting one wavelength division multiplexing sig-
nal including a wavelength desired to be dropped; and a
variable filter TFd selecting a drop wavelength desired to be
dropped from the wavelength division multiplexing signals
selected by the ZKMN 1-by-K matrix optical switches MS so
as to output a desired wavelength transmitted through a
desired input fiber to a desired receiver out of ZKMN receiv-
ers PI disposed on the electric layer EL.

The optical branching apparatus 124 includes K 1-by-2
photocouplers PC disposed on the input-side optical fibers
Fil, Fi2, . .. FiK; K optical amplifiers OA amplifying respec-
tive wavelength division multiplexing signals branched by
the 1-by-2 photocouplers PC; and 1-by-zKMN photocou-
plers PC respectively branching the wavelength division mul-
tiplexing lights amplified by the optical amplifiers OA to the
zKMN 1-by-K matrix optical switches MS. The 1-by-zKMN
photocouplers PC may be formed by connecting photocou-
plers PC having a smaller branch number on multiple stages.
The branching function of the photocouplers PC may be
achieved by WSS (wavelength selection switches) or VBF
(variable wavelength filters). The optical amplifiers OA may
be made up of optical fiber amplifiers or semiconductor opti-
cal amplifiers SOA, for example, and may not necessarily be
disposed.

Devices used in this embodiment will be described. The
matrix optical switch MS outputs wavebands or wavelength-
based optical signals respectively input to a plurality of input
ports, from a plurality of respective output ports in an arbi-
trary arrangement sequence as depicted in FIG. 5, for
example, and is a matrix optical switch having optical paths
between a plurality of input fibers and a plurality of output
fibers selectively formed by a collimator lens and one-axis or
two-axis movable micromirrors (MEMS mirrors) by utilizing
the MEMS technology or a matrix optical switch made up of
glass waveguides and MZI (Mach-Zehnder interferometer)
by utilizing the PL.C (Planar Lightwave Circuit) technology.
This matrix optical switch MS becomes complicated in struc-
ture and expensive in proportion to the product of the input
port number and the output port number. The photocoupler
PC is formed by melting and bonding portions of cores of a
plurality of optical fibers to each other, for example, and when
the photocoupler PC has a plurality of output ports for one
input port as depicted in FIG. 6, a waveband Al to A4 is
directly output from a plurality of the output ports and the
optical signal intensity is reduced by a factor of the number of
the output ports. When the photocoupler PC has one output
port for a plurality of input ports as depicted in FIG. 7, if
wavelengths A2, A1 and A4, and A3 are separately input, the
wavelengths A1 to A4 of all the input optical signals are output
from one output port and the optical signal intensity of each
wavelength is obtained by dividing the input signal intensity
by the input port numbers. The photocoupler PC configured
as described above has cost reduced by a factor of a few
hundred as compared to the matrix optical switch MS.

The arrayed waveguide grating AWG is well-known as
depicted in FIG. 8, for example, and includes a plurality of
arrayed waveguides 20 having a difference in optical path
length from each other; a plurality of input-side waveguides
22 having respective input ports 16; an input lens waveguide
24 disposed between the input-side waveguides 22 and the
arrayed waveguides 20 and distributing the wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing lights WDM input to the input ports 16 in a
diffused manner such that the wavelength division multiplex-
ing lights WDM are input to respective input-side end por-
tions of a plurality ofthe arrayed waveguides 20; a plurality of
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output-side waveguides 26 respectively connected to optical
connecting channels 18; and an output lens waveguide 28
disposed between the output-side waveguides 26 and the
arrayed waveguides 20 and individually dispersing a plurality
of wavelength channels included in the wavelength division
multiplexing lights WDM output from the output-side end
portions of a plurality of the arrayed waveguides 20 (e.g., a
plurality of optical signals having wavelengths different from
each other with center wavelength positions differentiated by
100 GHz) on the basis of a wavelength through diffraction
based on mutual difference in optical path length of a plurality
of the arrayed waveguides 20 and collecting the wavelength
channels to end portions of the output-side waveguides 26 so
that the wavelength channels are separated for the respective
preset output-side waveguides 26 to combine and output the
lights collected to an end portion of each of the output-side
waveguides 26 through different wave separations.

The arrayed waveguide grating AWG generally has the
arrayed waveguides 20 and the output lens waveguide 28 set
such that a plurality of wavebands (wavelength division mul-
tiplexing light) WB transmitted through a common optical
fiber (waveband path) is separated on the basis of a waveband
with sufficient signal intensity, and the other arrayed
waveguide grating AWG?2 has the arrayed waveguides 20 and
the output lens waveguide 28 designed to have sufficient
resolution such that the utilized wavelength channels Al to
AMN are individually separated with sufficient signal inten-
sity. The arrayed waveguide grating AWG has the capability
of separating and combining the wavelength division multi-
plexing light WDM at the wavelength resolution at least
necessary for separating and combining each wavelength
channels and has a wavelength separation function of sepa-
rating a plurality of wavelength channels A1 to A16 included
in the wavelength division multiplexing light WDM input to
one input port for each wavelength and a property (function)
in which, when a plurality of wavelength channels A2 to A17
included in the wavelength division multiplexing light WDM
is input to an input port located at an input position shifted by
one port in a plurality of input ports, the wavelength channels
A2 to A17 are output such that the same wavelengths appear
from output ports located at positions shifted one-by-one as
depicted in FIG. 9.

In the case of the 16-by-16 arrayed waveguide grating
AWG of FIG. 9, when a waveband Al to A16 is input to an
input port 1, the wavelengths are separated and the wave-
lengths A1 to A16 are output from 16 output ports in parallel.
Conversely, when the wavelengths A1 to A16 are input to the
16 output ports in parallel, the wavelengths are combined and
the waveband A1 to A16 is output from the input port. When
a waveband A2 to A17 is input to an input port 2, the wave-
lengths are separated and the wavelengths A2 to A17 are
output from the 16 output ports in parallel. Conversely, when
the wavelengths A2 to A17 are input to the 16 output ports in
parallel, the wavelengths are combined and a waveband A2 to
17 is output from the input port. In the case ofa 8-by-8 cyclic
arrayed waveguide grating AWG of FIG. 10 having the num-
ber of output ports smaller than the number of wavelengths,
when a waveband A1 to A16 is input to an input port 1, the
wavelengths are separated and the wavelengths A1 to A8 are
output from 8 output ports 1 to 8 in parallel while the remain-
ing wavelengths are circulated to the output port 1 and the
wavelengths A9 to A16 are output in parallel.

FIG. 11 depicts an exemplary configuration of the variable
filter TFd. The variable filter TFa of the add-side terminating
apparatus 10a is made up of an optical component having a
reversible property in both directions of input/output in the
same way except that the direction of light is different. In the
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following description, the configuration of the add-side vari-
able filter TFa will not be described because the configuration
of the drop-side variable filter TFd will be described instead.

In FIG. 11, the variable filter TFd includes zZKMN input
ports S for inputting wavelength division multiplexing lights
from the ZKMN 1-by-K matrix optical switches MS; zZKMN
output ports T for outputting drop wavelengths to zKMN
receivers PI disposed on the electric layer EL; and waveband
separating/selecting devices 30 and a wavelength separating/
selecting devices 32 respectively interposed in series between
pairs of the input ports S and the output ports T, the waveband
separating/selecting devices 30 separating a plurality of
wavebands from wavelength division multiplexing light and
separating and selecting a waveband including a drop wave-
length from the separated wavebands, the wavelength sepa-
rating/selecting devices 32 separating wavelengths from the
waveband and selecting the drop wavelength from the sepa-
rated wavelengths.

The waveband separating/selecting device 30 is made up of
a waveband separator BS separating a plurality of wavebands
making up the wavelength division multiplexing light
branched from one input-side optical fiber selected by the
1-by-K matrix optical switch MS from the input-side optical
fibers Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK, and a waveband selector BE selecting
one waveband including a drop wavelength from a plurality
of the wavebands separated by the waveband separator BS.
The wavelength separating/selecting device 32 is made up of
a wavelength separator WS separating wavelengths making
up one waveband selected by the waveband selector BE, and
a wavelength selector WE selecting one drop wavelength
from a plurality of the wavelengths separated by the wave-
length separator WS and dropping the drop wavelength to one
of'a plurality of the receivers PI included in the electric layer
EL.

The waveband separator BS is made up of a cyclic 1-by-N
(4) arrayed waveguide grating (AWG) and N (4)-by-M (4)
multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide grating (AWG)
depicted in FIG. 12, for example. The multi-input multi-
output arrayed waveguide grating hereinafter refers to a wave
combiner/separator capable of receiving input of different
wavebands to different ports and outputting wavelengths
separated into sets corresponding common ports indepen-
dently of waveband numbers. In an example depicted in FIG.
12, when sequentially-arranged wavelength division multi-
plexing light having A1 to 116 is input in the case of N=4 and
M=4, the cyclic arrayed waveguide grating separates the
wavelength division multiplexing light into dispersively-ar-
ranged wavebands, and the multi-input multi-output arrayed
waveguide grating converts the dispersively-arranged wave-
bands into sequentially-arranged wavebands so that the
wavelength division multiplexing light is separated into a
waveband 1 ofA1toA4, awaveband 2 of A5 to A8, a waveband
3 of A9 to A12, and a waveband 4 of A13 to A16.

Each of the waveband selector BE and the wavelength
selector WE is made up of a tree-type A-by-1 (4-by-1) optical
switch depicted in F1G. 13, for example. This tree-type 4-by-1
optical switch is formed by connecting a plurality of (in this
embodiment, three) 1-by-2 optical switches in a tree shape
and has a function of extracting one waveband or wavelength
from four input wavebands or input wavelengths. This tree-
type A-by-1 optical switch advantageously eliminates a dif-
ference in loss between output wavebands or wavelengths
because the wavebands or wavelengths pass through the same
number of 1-by-2 optical switches from input to output.

The wavelength separator WS is made up of a cyclic
arrayed waveguide grating (AWG) depicted in FIG. 14, for
example. In an example depicted in FI1G. 14, when one wave-
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band, for example, the waveband 1 of A1 to A4 or the wave-
band 2 of A5 to A8 is input, the separated wavelengths A1, A2,
A3, and A4 or A5, A6, 1.7, and A8 are respectively output from
four output ports.

The drop-side optical signal terminating apparatus 104
configured as described above has functions depicted in FIG.
15. Specifically, the drop-side optical signal terminating
apparatus 104 has the functions of selecting a fiber transmit-
ting the wavelength division multiplexing light including an
arbitrary drop wavelength from the K input-side optical fibers
Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK with the matrix optical switch MS, separat-
ing the wavelength division multiplexing light into a plurality
of wavebands making up the wavelength division multiplex-
ing light with the waveband separator BS, selecting one wave-
band including the drop wavelength from the plurality of the
wavebands with the waveband selector BE, separating the
one waveband into a plurality of wavelengths making up the
one waveband with the wavelength separator WS, and select-
ing the drop wavelength from the plurality of the wavelengths
with the wavelength separator WS.

According to the drop-side optical signal terminating appa-
ratus 104 of this embodiment, when selecting an optical sig-
nal of a predetermined wavelength path (drop wavelength)
making up any one of a plurality of wavebands included in
one wavelength division multiplexing light selected from K
wavelength division multiplexing lights respectively trans-
mitted in parallel to the relay node RN via the K input-side
optical fibers Fil, Fi2, .. . FiK in an optical path network so as
to drop the optical signal to the electric layer, the variable
filter TFd separates a plurality of wavebands making up one
wavelength division multiplexing light including the drop
wavelength, selects one waveband including the drop wave-
length from the plurality of the wavebands, separates a plu-
rality of wavelengths making up the one selected waveband,
and selects and drops the one drop wavelength from the
separated wavelengths to one of a plurality of the receivers PI
included in the electric layer EL. Therefore, after a predeter-
mined wavelength division multiplexing light is separated
into a plurality of wavebands which constitutes the predeter-
mined wavelength division multiplexing light, a waveband
including the drop wavelength is selected from the plurality
of the wavebands; the one waveband is separated into a plu-
rality of wavelength channels which constitutes the one wave-
band; the wavelength to be dropped is selected from the
plurality of the wavelength channels; therefore, the selectors
for the waveband selection and the wavelength selection can
be formed by combining compact optical switches to imple-
ment the colorless, directionless, and contentionless function,
thereby significantly reducing the scale of the optical signal
terminating apparatus 10. These effects related to the drop-
side variable filter TFd including those described later are
also acquired from the add-side variable filter TFa.

In the relay node RN of this embodiment, since the drop-
side optical signal terminating apparatus 104 includes (a) the
optical branching device 12d branching each of the wave-
length division multiplexing lights from the plurality of the
optical fibers and (b) a plurality of the matrix optical switches
MS selecting one of a plurality of wavelength division mul-
tiplexing lights branched from the optical branching device
124 to output the wavelength division multiplexing light to
one of the plurality of the variable filters, the wavelength
division multiplexing lights respectively transmitted through
the plurality of the optical fibers are respectively supplied to
the plurality of the matrix optical switches MS and, therefore,
the matrix optical switches MS can select and supply to the
variable filter TFd a wavelength division multiplexing light
including a drop wavelength to be dropped.
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In this embodiment, since the variable filter TFd includes
(1) the waveband separator BS separating the wavelength
division multiplexing light into a plurality of wavebands mak-
ing up the wavelength division multiplexing light, (2) the
waveband selector BE selecting one waveband from a plural-
ity of the wavebands separated by the waveband separator BS,
(3) the wavelength separator WS separating the one wave-
band selected by the waveband selector BE into wavelengths
making up the one waveband, and (4) the wavelength selector
WE selecting one wavelength from a plurality of the wave-
lengths separated by the wavelength separator WS and drop-
ping the wavelength to one of a plurality of the receivers
included in the electric layer EL, after each wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing light is separated into a plurality of wave-
bands which constitutes the each wavelength division multi-
plexing light, one waveband selected as a necessary
waveband from the plurality of the wavebands is separated
into a plurality of wavelength channels which constitutes the
one waveband to select a wavelength to be dropped from the
plurality of the wavelength channels and, therefore, the col-
orless, directionless, and contentionless function can be
implemented by combining compact switches, thereby sig-
nificantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10.

Other embodiments of the present invention will be
described. In the following description, the portions common
to the embodiments are denoted by the same reference numer-
als and will not be described.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 16 depicts the variable filter TFd of another embodi-
ment of the present invention. As is the case with the first
embodiment depicted in FIG. 11, the waveband separating/
selecting device 30 of the variable filter TFd is made up of the
waveband separator BS separating the wavelength division
multiplexing light into a plurality of wavebands making up
the wavelength division multiplexing light branched from
one input-side optical fiber selected by the 1-by-K matrix
optical switch MS from the input-side optical fibers Fil,
Fi2, . . . FiK, and the waveband selector BE selecting one
waveband including a drop wavelength from a plurality of the
wavebands separated by the waveband separator BS. As is the
case with the first embodiment depicted in FI1G. 11, the wave-
length separating/selecting device 32 of the variable filter
TFd acts as the wavelength separator WS separating the one
waveband selected by the waveband selector BE into wave-
lengths making up the one waveband, and the wavelength
selector WE selecting one drop wavelength from a plurality of
the wavelengths separated by the wavelength separator WS
and dropping the drop wavelength to one of a plurality of the
receivers Pl included in the electric layer EL.

The waveband separator BS is made up of an arrayed
waveguide grating AWG1 and an arrayed waveguide grating
AWGQG2 depicted in FIG. 17, for example. When sequentially-
arranged wavelength division multiplexing light having A1 to
A16 is input to the input ports 1, 5, 9, and 13 of the arrayed
waveguide grating AWGT in parallel in the case of N=4 and
M=4, the wavelengths A1 to A16 are respectively output from
the output ports 1 to 16 of the arrayed waveguide grating
AWG1 and, when Al to A4, A5 to A8, A9 to A12, and A13 to
A16 of the wavelengths are input to the input ports 1 to 4, 6 to
9, 11 to 14, and 16 to 19 of the arrayed waveguide grating
AWG?2, the waveband 1, the waveband 2, the waveband 3, and
the waveband 4 are output from the output ports 1, 6, 11, and
16, the output ports 5,10, 15, and 20, the output ports 4, 9, 14,
and 19, and the output ports 3, 8, 13, and 18, respectively, of
the arrayed waveguide grating AWG2. In this case, for
example, a plurality of (B, e.g., four) the waveband separators
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BS can be made up of one integrated device and, therefore, a
plurality of fibers can be connected to one device, which
advantageously achieves smaller size and lower cost.

Each of the waveband selectors BE is made up of an AWG
type A-by-1 (e.g., A=N) switch depicted in FIG. 18, for
example. The AWG type A-by-1 switch is made up of an
arrayed waveguide grating AWG acting as an A-by-1 wave
combiner and A on/off optical switches respectively disposed
on A input fibers, and has a function of blocking unnecessary
input out of the A input wavebands with the on/off optical
switches.

The wavelength separating/selecting device 32 is made up
of a cyclic arrayed waveguide grating (AWG) depicted in
FIG. 19, for example, and four on/off switches disposed on
the output side of the cyclic arrayed waveguide grating. In
FIG. 19, the cyclic arrayed waveguide grating is configured
on the assumption of 50 GHz, i.e., a half interval of the
wavelength interval (100 GHz) of wavelength channels.
When one sequentially-arranged waveband having an inter-
val of 100 GHz, for example, the waveband 1 of A1 to A4 or
the waveband 2 of A5 to A8 is input to one input port of the
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating, the wavelengths A1, A2, A3,
and A4 or the wavelengths A5, A6, 1.7, and A8 subjected to the
wavelength separation are respectively output from four out-
put ports and the four on/off optical switches are respectively
disposed on paths inputting the wavelengths A1, A2, A3, and
A or the wavelengths A5, A6, 1.7, and A8 again from the four
output ports to four other output ports. In this case, when the
on/off switch disposed on the path inputting the wavelength
A1 again on the output side is opened, the wavelength A1 is
output from a predetermined input port and when the on/off
optical switch disposed on the path inputting the wavelength
A6 again on the output side is opened, the wavelength A6 is
output from the predetermined input port as depicted in the
example.

The drop-side optical signal terminating apparatus 10d of
this embodiment has the same functions as those depicted in
FIG. 15 of the first embodiment and, therefore, the same
effects as the first embodiment are acquired.

Third Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is the same as
the variable filter of the drop-side optical signal terminating
apparatus 104 of the first embodiment depicted in FIG. 11
except that the waveband separator BS and the wavelength
separator WS are different. The waveband separator BS of
this embodiment is made up of a 1-by-M (4) cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating (AWG) as depicted in FIG. 20. When
sequentially-arranged wavelength division multiplexing light
having A1 to A16 is input to one input port in the case of N=4
and M=4, the cyclic arrayed waveguide grating separates the
wavelength division multiplexing light into dispersively-ar-
ranged wavebands, which are a waveband 1 of A1, A5, 0.9, and
A13; a waveband 2 of A2, A6, 110, and A14; a waveband 3 of
A3, A7, A11, and A15; and a waveband 4 of A4, A8, A12, and
A16. The wavelength separator WS of this embodiment is
made up of a cyclic arrayed waveguide grating (AWG) as
depicted in FIG. 21. For example, when the waveband 1 or the
waveband 2 is input, the waveband is separated on the basis of
awavelength, and A1, 25,79, and A13 or A2, 16,110, and .14
making up the waveband 1 or the waveband 2 are respectively
output from output ports. Since the waveband separator BS
and the wavelength separator WS of this embodiment per-
form the separation based on a waveband and the separation
based on a wavelength, the effects same as the first embodi-
ment are acquired.
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Fourth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment depicted in F1G.
22 is the same as the variable filter of the drop-side optical
signal terminating apparatus 104 described in the third
embodiment except that the waveband separator BS is differ-
ent. As depicted in FIG. 23, the waveband separator BS of this
embodiment is made up of an arrayed waveguide grating
AWG including 16 input ports and 16 output ports such that
the output ports 1, 2, 5, 6, 9, 10, 13, and 14 are mutually
connected to the output ports 4, 3, 8, 7, 12, 11, 16, and 15,
respectively, so as to return the output signals. When sequen-
tially-arranged wavelength division multiplexing light A1 to
A16 is input to the input ports 1, 2, 9, and 10, a dispersively-
arranged waveband 1 of A1, A5, A9, and A13 is output from the
input ports 5, 6, 13, and 14; a waveband 2 of A2, A6, 710, and
A4 is output from the input ports 7, 8, 15, and 16; a waveband
3 of A3, A7, A1, and A15 is output from the input ports 1, 2,
9, and 10; and a waveband 4 of A4, A8, A12, and A16 is output
from the input ports 3, 4, 11, and 12. One waveband including
a drop wavelength is selected by the waveband selector BE
from the wavebands 1, 2, 3, and 4 separated in this way, thus
the effects same as the third embodiment are acquired. In this
case, for example, a plurality of (B, e.g., four) the waveband
separators BS can be made up of one integrated device as
depicted in one-dot chain line of FIG. 22 and, therefore, a
plurality of fibers can be connected to one device, which
advantageously achieves smaller size and lower cost.

Fifth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is the same as
the variable filter of the drop-side optical signal terminating
apparatus 104 of the first embodiment depicted in FIG. 11
except that the configurations of the waveband separator BS,
the waveband selector BE, the wavelength separator WS, and
the wavelength selector WE are different. As depicted in FI1G.
24, the waveband separator BS is made up of two arrayed
waveguide gratings AWG1 and AWG2 having the output
ports 1,2, 3, and 4 of one grating respectively connected to the
input ports 4, 3, 2, and 1 of the other grating; the output ports
5,6, 7, and 8 of one grating respectively connected to the input
ports 8, 7, 6, and 5 of the other grating; the output ports 9, 10,
11, and 12 of one grating respectively connected to the input
ports 12, 11, 10, and 9 of the other grating; and the output
ports 13,14, 15, and 16 of one grating respectively connected
to the input ports 16, 15, 14, and 13 of the other grating. When
sequentially-arranged wavelength division multiplexing light
A to A16 is input to the input ports 1, 2, 9, and 10 of the
arrayed waveguide grating AWG1, the dispersively-arranged
waveband 1 of A1, A5, A9, and A13 is output from the output
ports 5, 6, 13, and 14 of the arrayed waveguide grating
AWG2; the waveband 2 ofA2, 1.6, A10, and A14 is output from
the output ports 7, 8, 15, and 16; the waveband 3 of A3, A7,
A1, and A15 is output from the output ports 1, 2, 9, and 10;
and the waveband 4 ot A4, A8, 112, and A16 is output from the
output ports 3, 4, 11, and 12. In this case, for example, a
plurality of (B, e.g., four) the waveband separators BS can be
made up of one integrated device and, therefore, a plurality of
fibers can be connected to one device, which advantageously
achieves smaller size and lower cost.

The wavelength separator WS is configured as depicted in
FIG. 21. Each of the waveband selector BE and the wave-
length selector WE is made up of a coupler type A-by-1
optical switch depicted in FIG. 25. The coupler type A-by-1
optical switch is made up of an A-by-1 photocoupler PC
acting as a wave combiner and A on/off optical switches
disposed on A input fibers and has a function of blocking
unnecessary input out of the A input wavebands (input wave-
lengths) with the on/oft optical switches. Since the configu-
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rations of the waveband separator BS, the waveband selector
BE, the wavelength separator WS, and the wavelength selec-
tor WE of this embodiment have the same functions as the
first embodiment, the effects same as the first embodiment are
acquired.
Sixth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is the same as
the variable filter of the drop-side optical signal terminating
apparatus 10d of the first embodiment of FIG. 11 except that
the configurations of the waveband separator BS, the wave-
band selector BE, the wavelength separator WS, and the
wavelength selector WE are different. The waveband separa-
tor BS, the waveband selector BE, the wavelength separator
WS, and the wavelength selector WE are configured as
depicted in FIGS. 20, 18, 21, and 18. In the configurations of
the waveband separator BS, the waveband selector BE, the
wavelength separator WS, and the wavelength selector WE of
this embodiment, as is the case with the first embodiment,
after each of the wavelength division multiplexing light is
separated into a plurality of wavebands constituting the wave-
length division multiplexing light, one waveband selected as
a necessary waveband from the plurality of the wavebands is
separated into a plurality of wavelength channels constituting
the one waveband to select a wavelength to be dropped from
the plurality of the wavelength channels and, therefore, the
effects same as the first embodiment are acquired.
Seventh Embodiment

The variable filter TFd depicted in FIG. 26 is the same as
those described above in that the variable filter TFd includes
the waveband separating/selecting device 30 having the func-
tion of separating the wavelength division multiplexing light
into a plurality of wavebands making up the wavelength
division multiplexing light and selecting one waveband
including a drop wavelength from the plurality of the wave-
bands and the wavelength separating/selecting device 32 hav-
ing the function of separating the one waveband including the
drop wavelength into a plurality of wavelengths making up
the one waveband and selecting the drop wavelength from the
plurality of the wavelengths. The waveband separating/se-
lecting device 30 of this embodiment has a two-stage con-
figuration including a waveband separator BS1 and a wave-
band selector BE1; and a waveband separator BS2 and a
waveband selector BE2. The waveband separator BS1 is
made up of a 1-by-(MN/at) (8) cyclic arrayed waveguide
grating AWG and an (MN/a)-by-a multi-input multi-output
arrayed waveguide grating AWG as depicted in FIG. 27, for
example. The waveband separator BS2 is made up of a 1-by-
(MN/B) (4) cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG and an
(MN/A)-by-f multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide
grating AWG as depicted in FIG. 28, for example. The wave-
band selector BE1 and the waveband selector BE2 are made
up of those formed by serially connecting grid-type 2-by-1
switches as depicted in FIG. 29. The wavelength separating/
selecting device 32 is made up of the wavelength separator
WS made up of the 1-by-y (4) cyclic arrayed waveguide
grating AWG depicted in FIG. 14, for example, and the wave-
length selector WE made up of the A grid-type 2-by-1 optical
switches as depicted in FIG. 29. In this case, a, f§, and y are
natural numbers less than MN and satisfy axpxy=MxN.

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured as
described above has functions depicted in FIG. 30. Specifi-
cally, the variable filter TFd has the functions of selecting a
fiber transmitting the wavelength division multiplexing light
including an arbitrary drop wavelength from the K input-side
optical fibers Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK with the matrix optical switch
MS, separating the wavelength division multiplexing light
into a plurality of wavebands making up the wavelength
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division multiplexing light with the waveband separator BS1,
selecting a plurality of wavebands including the drop wave-
length from the plurality of the wavebands with the waveband
selector BE1, separating the plurality of the wavebands into a
plurality of wavebands making up the plurality of the wave-
bands with the waveband separator BS2, selecting one wave-
band including the drop wavelength from the plurality of the
wavebands with the waveband selector BE2, separating the
one waveband into a plurality of wavelengths making up the
one waveband with the wavelength separator WS, and select-
ing the drop wavelength from the plurality of the wavelengths
with the wavelength separator WS.

According to the drop-side variable filter TFd of this
embodiment, after each wavelength division multiplexing
light is separated into a plurality of wavebands which consti-
tutes the each wavelength division multiplexing light, one
waveband selected as a necessary waveband from the plural-
ity of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of wave-
length channels which constitutes the one waveband to select
a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the wave-
length channels and, therefore, the selectors for the waveband
selection and the wavelength selection can be formed by
combining compact switches to implement the colorless,
directionless, and contentionless function, thereby signifi-
cantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
Eighth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd depicted in FIG. 31 is the same as
those described above in that the variable filter TFd includes
the waveband separating/selecting device 30 having the func-
tion of separating the wavelength division multiplexing light
into a plurality of wavebands making up the wavelength
division multiplexing light and selecting one waveband
including a drop wavelength from the plurality of the wave-
bands and the wavelength separating/selecting device 32 hav-
ing the function of separating the one waveband including the
drop wavelength into a plurality of wavelengths making up
the one waveband and selecting the drop wavelength from the
plurality of the wavelengths. The waveband separating/se-
lecting device 30 of this embodiment has a three-stage con-
figuration including a waveband separator BS1 and a wave-
band selector BE1; a waveband separator BS2 and a
waveband selector BE2; and a waveband separator BS3 and a
waveband selector BE3. The waveband separator BS1 and the
waveband separator BS2 are made up of 1-by-2a (8) and
1-by-p (4) cyclic arrayed waveguide gratings AWG and
8-by-2 and 4-by-2 multi-input multi-output arrayed
waveguide gratings AWG as depicted in FIGS. 27 and 28, for
example. The waveband separator BS3 is made up ofa 1-by-y
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG as depicted in FIG.
32, for example. The waveband selector BE1, the waveband
selector BE2, and the waveband selector BE3 are made up of
tree-type A-by-1 (2-by-1) optical switches as depicted in FI1G.
13, for example. The wavelength separating/selecting device
32 is made up of the wavelength separator WS made up of a
1-by-d (2) cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in
FIG. 33, for example, and the wavelength selector WE con-
figured as depicted in FI1G. 13, for example. In this case, o, 3,
v, and d are natural numbers less than MN and satisfy axpx
yxd=MxN. A variable filter portion can be expanded to four or
more stages as in the case of expanding the embodiments
described above to the eighth embodiment. Since the same
applies to the subsequent embodiments, those expansions
will not be described.

According to the variable filter TFd of this embodiment
configured as described above, after each wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing light is separated into a plurality of wave-
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bands which constitutes the each wavelength division multi-
plexing light, one waveband selected as a necessary
waveband from the plurality of the wavebands is separated
into a plurality of wavelength channels which constitutes the
one waveband to select a wavelength to be dropped from the
plurality of the wavelength channels and, therefore, the selec-
tors for the waveband selection and the wavelength selection
can be formed by combining compact optical switches to
implement the colorless, directionless, and contentionless
function, thereby significantly reducing the scale of the opti-
cal signal terminating apparatus 10, as described in the above
embodiments.

Ninth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd depicted in FIG. 34 is configured in
the same way as the variable filter of the second embodiment
of FIG. 16 except that the waveband separating/selecting
device 30 having the function of separating the wavelength
division multiplexing light into a plurality of wavebands mak-
ing up the wavelength division multiplexing light and select-
ing one waveband including a drop wavelength from the
plurality of the wavebands has a two-stage configuration
including a waveband separator BS1 and a waveband selector
BE1; and a waveband separator BS2 and a waveband selector
BE2. The waveband separator BS1 and the waveband sepa-
rator BS2 are made up of 1-by-(MN/a) (8) and 1-by-(MN/B)
(4) cyclic arrayed waveguide gratings AWG and 8-by-a (2)
and 4-by-p (2) multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide
gratings AWG as depicted in FIGS. 27 and 28, for example.
The waveband selector BE1 and the waveband selector BE2
are made up of grid-type switches formed by serially con-
necting 1-by-2 optical switches as depicted in FIG. 29, for
example. The wavelength separating/selecting device 32 is
made up of a 2-by-2y (8) cyclic arrayed waveguide grating
AWG and on/off optical switches depicted in FIG. 19, for
example. In this case, o, f, and y are natural numbers less than
MN and satisfy axpxy=MxN.

According to the variable filter TFd of this embodiment
configured as described above, after each wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing light is separated into a plurality of wave-
bands which constitutes the each wavelength division multi-
plexing light, one waveband selected as a necessary
waveband from the plurality of the wavebands is separated
into a plurality of wavelength channels which constitutes the
one waveband to select a wavelength to be dropped from the
plurality of the wavelength channels and, therefore, as
described in the above embodiments, the selectors for the
waveband selection and the wavelength selection can be
formed by combining compact switches to implement the
colorless, directionless, and contentionless function, thereby
significantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminat-
ing apparatus 10.

Tenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd depicted in FIG. 35 is the same as
the variable filter of the ninth embodiment of FIG. 34 in that
the variable filter TFd includes the waveband separating/
selecting device 30 with a two-stage configuration having the
function of separating the wavelength division multiplexing
light into a plurality of wavebands making up the wavelength
division multiplexing light and selecting one waveband
including a drop wavelength from the plurality of the wave-
bands and the wavelength separating/selecting device 32 hav-
ing the function of separating the one waveband including the
drop wavelength into a plurality of wavelengths making up
the one waveband and selecting the drop wavelength from the
plurality of the wavelengths and is different in that the wave-
band separating/selecting device 30 of this embodiment is
made up of a waveband separator BS1 consisting of the
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1-by-2 cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in
FIG. 33, a waveband separator BS2 consisting of the 1-by-4
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 20,
and BE2 consisting of the A grid-type 2-by-1 optical switches
depicted in FIG. 29 and that the wavelength separating/se-
lecting device 32 of this embodiment is made up of the wave-
length separator WS consisting of the 1-by-5 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 21 and the grid-
type 5-by-1 optical switches depicted in FIG. 29.

In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured as
described above, as well, after each wavelength division mul-
tiplexing light is separated into a plurality of wavebands
which constitutes the each wavelength division multiplexing
light, one waveband selected as a necessary waveband from
the plurality of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of
wavelength channels which constitutes the one waveband to
select a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the
wavelength channels and, therefore, the selectors for the
waveband selection and the wavelength selection can be
formed by combining compact switches to implement the
colorless, directionless, and contentionless function, thereby
significantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminat-
ing apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
Eleventh Embodiment

The variable filter TFd depicted in FIG. 36 is the same as
those described above in that the variable filter TFd includes
the waveband separating/selecting device 30 having the func-
tion of separating the wavelength division multiplexing light
into a plurality of wavebands making up the wavelength
division multiplexing light and selecting one waveband
including a drop wavelength from the plurality of the wave-
bands and the wavelength separating/selecting device 32 hav-
ing the function of separating the one waveband including the
drop wavelength into a plurality of wavelengths making up
the one waveband and selecting the drop wavelength from the
plurality of the wavelengths. The waveband separating/se-
lecting device 30 of this embodiment is made up of the wave-
band separator BS consisting of the arrayed waveguide grat-
ing AWG1 and the arrayed waveguide grating AWG2
depicted in FIG. 17 and the waveband separator BE consist-
ing of a plurality of on/off optical switches serially inserted in
the respective output-side fibers of the waveband separator
BS. The wavelength separating/selecting device 32 of this
embodiment is made up of the wavelength separator WS
consisting of a multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide
grating AWG depicted in FIG. 37 and the wavelength selector
WE consisting of the tree-type 4-by-1 optical switch depicted
in FIG. 13.

In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured as
described above, after each wavelength division multiplexing
light is separated into a plurality of wavebands which consti-
tutes the each wavelength division multiplexing light, one
waveband selected as a necessary waveband from the plural-
ity of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of wave-
length channels which constitutes the one waveband to select
a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the wave-
length channels and, therefore, the selectors for the waveband
selection and the wavelength selection can be formed by
combining compact optical switches to implement the color-
less, directionless, and contentionless function, thereby sig-
nificantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
According to the waveband separator BS of this embodiment,
aplurality of fibers can be connected to one device as depicted
in FIG. 17, and a plurality of (four) the waveband separators
BS can be advantageously made up of one integrated device
as depicted in one-dot chain line of FIG. 36.
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Twelfth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is configured in
the same way as the variable filter of the eleventh embodiment
depicted in FIG. 36 except that the waveband separator BS
consists of the arrayed waveguide grating AWG1 and the
arrayed waveguide grating AWG2 depicted in FIG. 24, that
the wavelength separator WS consists of a multi-input multi-
output arrayed waveguide gratings AWG depicted in FIG. 38,
and that the wavelength selector WE consists of the grid-type
4-by-1 optical switches depicted in FIG. 29.

In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured as
described above, after each wavelength division multiplexing
light is separated into a plurality of wavebands which consti-
tutes the each wavelength division multiplexing light, one
waveband selected as a necessary waveband from the plural-
ity of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of wave-
length channels which constitutes the one waveband to select
a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the wave-
length channels and, therefore, the selectors for the waveband
selection and the wavelength selection can be formed by
combining compact optical switches to implement the color-
less, directionless, and contentionless function, thereby sig-
nificantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
According to the waveband separators BS of this embodi-
ment, a plurality of fibers can be connected to one device as
depicted in FIG. 24, and a plurality of (four) the waveband
separators BS can be advantageously made up of one inte-
grated device as depicted in one-dot chain line of FIG. 36.
Thirteenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of FIG. 39 is configured in the same
way as the variable filter of the twelfth embodiment depicted
in FIG. 36 except that the wavelength selector WE consists of
the cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG.
14 and a plurality of on/off optical switches disposed on the
input-side fibers of the cyclic arrayed waveguide grating
AWG In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured
as described above, after each wavelength division multiplex-
ing light is separated into a plurality of wavebands which
constitutes the each wavelength division multiplexing light,
one waveband selected as a necessary waveband from the
plurality of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of
wavelength channels which constitutes the one waveband to
select a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the
wavelength channels and, therefore, the selectors for the
waveband selection and the wavelength selection can be
formed by combining compact optical switches to implement
the colorless, directionless, and contentionless function,
thereby significantly reducing the scale of the optical signal
terminating apparatus 10, as described in the above embodi-
ments. According to the waveband separators BS of this
embodiment, a plurality of fibers can be connected to one
device as depicted in FIG. 24, and a plurality of (four) the
waveband separators BS can be advantageously made up of
one integrated device as depicted in one-dot chain line of FIG.
39, for example.

Fourteenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is configured in
the same way as the variable filter depicted in FIG. 39 except
that the waveband separator BS consists of the arrayed
waveguide grating AWG1 and the arrayed waveguide grating
AWGQG2 depicted in FI1G. 24, that the wavelength separator WS
consists of the multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide
grating AWG depicted in FIG. 38, and that the wavelength
selector WE consists of a multi-input multi-output arrayed
waveguide grating AWG and a cyclic arrayed waveguide
grating AWG depicted in FIG. 40.
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In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured as
described above, after each wavelength division multiplexing
light is separated into a plurality of wavebands which consti-
tutes the each wavelength division multiplexing light, one
waveband selected as a necessary waveband from the plural-
ity of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of wave-
length channels which constitutes the one waveband to select
a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the wave-
length channels and, therefore, the selectors for the waveband
selection and the wavelength selection can be formed by
combining compact switches to implement the colorless,
directionless, and contentionless function, thereby signifi-
cantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
According to the waveband separators BS of this embodi-
ment, a plurality of fibers can be connected to one device as
depicted in FIG. 24, and a plurality of (four) the waveband
separators BS can be advantageously made up of one inte-
grated device as depicted in one-dot chain line of FIG. 39.
Fifteenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is configured in
the same way as the variable filter described in the thirteenth
embodiment of FIG. 39 except that the waveband separator
BS consists of a cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG
depicted in FIG. 41, that the wavelength separator WS con-
sists of a multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide grating
AWG depicted in FIG. 42, and that the wavelength selector
WE consists of a cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG
depicted in FIG. 43. The cyclic arrayed waveguide grating
AWG depicted in FIG. 41, the multi-input multi-output
arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 42, and the
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 43
represent the operation when wavelength division multiplex-
ing light of ten wavebands each having eight wavelengths are
input.

In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured as
described above, after each wavelength division multiplexing
light is separated into a plurality of wavebands which consti-
tutes the each wavelength division multiplexing light, one
waveband selected as a necessary waveband from the plural-
ity of the wavebands is separated into a plurality of wave-
length channels which constitutes the one waveband to select
a wavelength to be dropped from the plurality of the wave-
length channels and, therefore, the selectors for the waveband
selection and the wavelength selection can be formed by
combining compact optical switches to implement the color-
less, directionless, and contentionless function, thereby sig-
nificantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
Sixteenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of FIG. 44 is configured in the same
way as the variable filter of the thirteenth embodiment of F1G.
39 except that the waveband separating/selecting device 30 is
configured on three stages and that the on/oft optical switches
of the wavelength separating/selecting device 32 are not
included. The waveband separating/selecting device 30 has a
three-stage configuration including a waveband separator
BS1 and a waveband selector BE1; a waveband separator BS2
and a waveband selector BE2; and a waveband separator BS3
and on/off optical switches. The waveband separator BS 1
and the waveband separator BS2 are made up of 1-by-(MN/a)
(8) and 1-by-(MN/B) (4) cyclic arrayed waveguide gratings
AWG and (MN/a)-by-a. and (MN/f)-by-f multi-input multi-
output arrayed waveguide gratings AWG as depicted in FIGS.
27 and 28, for example. The waveband separator BS3 is made
up of the 1-by-y (4) cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG
and the multi-input multi-output arrayed waveguide grating
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AWG depicted in FIG. 12 and the on/off switches are dis-
posed on the output-side fibers. The waveband selector BE1
and the waveband selector BE2 are made up of the grid-type
2-by-1 optical switches depicted in FI1G. 29. The wavelength
separator WS is made up of the arrayed waveguide grating
AWG depicted in FIG. 37 and the wavelength selector WE is
made up of the grid-type 4-by-1 optical switches depicted in
FIG. 29. In this case, a, 3, and y are natural numbers less than
MN and satisfy axpxy=MxN.

In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment configured as
described above, after each wavelength division multiplexing
light is separated into a plurality of wavebands which consti-
tutes the each wavelength division multiplexing light, the
wavebands are further separated into a small waveband; one
waveband including the drop wavelength is selected from a
plurality of the small waveband and separated into a plurality
of' wavelength channels which constitutes the one waveband;
the wavelength to be dropped is selected from the plurality of
the wavelength channels; therefore, the selectors for the
waveband selection and the wavelength selection can be
formed by combining compact switches to implement the
colorless, directionless, and contentionless function, thereby
significantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminat-
ing apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
Seventeenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is the same as
the variable filter of the sixteenth embodiment of FIG. 44
except that the waveband separator BS1 and the waveband
separator BS2 are made up of the 1-by-2 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 33, that the wave-
band separator BS3 is made up of the 1-by-4 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 20, and that the
wavelength separator WS is made up of the arrayed
waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 38.

In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment as well, after
each wavelength division multiplexing light is separated into
a plurality of wavebands which constitutes the each wave-
length division multiplexing light, the wavebands are further
separated into a small waveband; one waveband including the
drop wavelength is selected from a plurality of the small
waveband and separated into a plurality of wavelength chan-
nels which constitutes the one waveband; the wavelength to
be dropped is selected from the plurality of the wavelength
channels; therefore, the selectors for the waveband selection
and the wavelength selection can be formed by combining
compact switches to implement the colorless, directionless,
and contentionless function, thereby significantly reducing
the scale of the optical signal terminating apparatus 10, as
described in the above embodiments.

Eighteenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd depicted in FIG. 45 is the same as
the variable filter described in the sixteenth embodiment of
FIG. 44 except that the wavelength selector WE is made up of
the cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG.
20 and a plurality of on/off optical switches disposed on the
input-side fibers. In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment
as well, after each wavelength division multiplexing light is
separated into a plurality of wavebands which constitutes the
each wavelength division multiplexing light, the wavebands
are further separated into a small waveband; one waveband
including the drop wavelength is selected from a plurality of
the small waveband and separated into a plurality of wave-
length channels which constitutes the one waveband; the
wavelength to be dropped is selected from the plurality of the
wavelength channels; therefore, the selectors for the wave-
band selection and the wavelength selection can be formed by
combining compact switches to implement the colorless,
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directionless, and contentionless function, thereby signifi-
cantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
Nineteenth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is the same as
the variable filter in the eighteenth embodiment of FIG. 45
except that the waveband separator BS1 and the waveband
separator BS2 are made up of the 1-by-2 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 33 and the 1-by-4
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 20,
that the waveband separator BS3 is made up of the 1-by-4
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 20
and on/off optical switches respectively disposed on the out-
put side, that the wavelength separator WS is made up of the
arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 38, and that
the wavelength selector WE is made up of the 1-by-4 cyclic
arrayed waveguide grating AWG and the 4-by-4 multi-input
multi-output arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in
FIG. 12. In the variable filter TFd of this embodiment as well,
after each wavelength division multiplexing light is separated
into a plurality of wavebands which constitutes the each
wavelength division multiplexing light, the wavebands are
further separated into a small waveband; one waveband
including the drop wavelength is selected from a plurality of
the small waveband and separated into a plurality of wave-
length channels which constitutes the one waveband; the
wavelength to be dropped is selected from the plurality of the
wavelength channels; therefore, the selectors for the wave-
band selection and the wavelength selection can be formed by
combining compact optical switches to implement the color-
less, directionless, and contentionless function, thereby sig-
nificantly reducing the scale of the optical signal terminating
apparatus 10, as described in the above embodiments.
Twentieth Embodiment

The variable filter TFd of this embodiment is the same as
the variable filter in the eighteenth embodiment of FIG. 45
except that the waveband separator BS1 and the waveband
separator BS2 are made up of the 1-by-2 cyclic arrayed
waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 33 and the 1-by-4
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 20,
that the waveband separator BS3 is made up of the 1-by-8
cyclic arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 41,
that the wavelength separator WS is made up of the 91-by-91
arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 42, and that
the wavelength selector WE is made up of the 1-by-9 cyclic
arrayed waveguide grating AWG depicted in FIG. 43. In the
variable filter TFd of this embodiment as well, after each
wavelength division multiplexing light is separated into a
plurality of wavebands which constitutes the each wave-
length division multiplexing light, the wavebands are further
separated into a small waveband; one waveband including the
drop wavelength is selected from a plurality of the small
waveband and separated into a plurality of wavelength chan-
nels which constitutes the one waveband; the wavelength to
be dropped is selected from the plurality of the wavelength
channels; therefore, the selectors for the waveband selection
and the wavelength selection can be formed by combining
compact switches to implement the colorless, directionless,
and contentionless function, thereby significantly reducing
the scale of the optical signal terminating apparatus 10, as
described in the above embodiments.

FIG. 46 depicts a configuration of an optical signal termi-
nating apparatus having a conventional configuration (1). As
depicted in FIG. 40, on the drop side of a relay node, K
1-by-MN wavelength separators (e.g., arrayed waveguide
gratings AWG) are disposed for separating wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing lights respectively transmitted via input-
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side optical fibers Fil to FiK into wavelengths and a matrix
optical switch MS having a large-scale of KMN-by-zZKMN is
disposed between the K 1-by-MN wavelength separators and
receivers of an electric layer capable of converting zZKMN
wavelength channels into electric signals. Similarly, on the
add side, a matrix optical switch MS having a large-scale of
zZKMN-by-KMN must be disposed between K wavelength
combiners (e.g., arrayed waveguide gratings AWG) for com-
bining added wavelengths into wavelength division multi-
plexing light to any optical fibers and an electric layer capable
of converting ZKMN electric signals into wavelength chan-
nels.

FIGS. 47 and 48 depict a configuration of an optical signal
terminating apparatus having a conventional configuration
(2). In FIG. 47, on the drop side of a relay node, zZKMN
1-by-K optical switches are disposed for selecting a fiber
including a wavelength channel desired to be dropped out of
input-side optical fibers Fil to FiK and ZKMN variable filters
(tunable filters) are respectively disposed between the ZKMN
1-by-K optical switches and zZKMN optical receivers in an
electric layer capable of converting ZKMN wavelength chan-
nels into electric signals. As depicted in FIG. 48, the variable
filter is a variable filter formed by disposing MN on/off opti-
cal switches between a 1-by-MN-scale wavelength separator
(e.g., arrayed waveguide grating AWG) separating a group of
wavelength division multiplexing lights selected by the 1-by-
K-scale optical switches into wavelengths and an MN-by-1-
scale wavelength combiner (e.g., arrayed waveguide grating
AWG). Therefore, a huge number of ZKMNxMN on/off opti-
cal switches are required in total, causing a cost problem.
Since the same zZKMN variable filters are disposed on the add
side at the same time between K K-by-1 optical switches for
combining added wavelengths into wavelength division mul-
tiplexing light to any optical fibers and the electric layer
capable of converting zZKMN electric signals into wavelength
channels, a huge number of zZKMNxMN on/off optical
switches are also required in total.

The present inventors compared the switch scale of the
optical signal terminating apparatus 10 employing the vari-
ably filter TFd of the first embodiment of FIG. 11 with the
optical signal terminating apparatuses having the conven-
tional configuration (1) of FIG. 46 and the conventional con-
figuration (2) of FIGS. 47 and 48. FIG. 49 depicts change in
switch scale caused by changing the add/drop rate z when the
number K of fibers is eight; the number M of wavebands per
fiber is ten; and the number N of wavelengths per waveband
is eight. FIG. 50 depicts change in switch scale caused by
changing the number M of wavebands per fiber when the
number K of fibers is eight and the number N of wavelengths
per waveband is eight.

As depicted in FIG. 49, in terms of the add/drop rate z, the
proposed configuration of the optical terminating apparatus
TFd of the first embodiment has a switch scale significantly
smaller than the conventional configurations (1) and (2) and
the switch scale is reduced by about 96% as compared to the
conventional configuration (1) and about 80% as compared to
the conventional configuration (2). As depicted in FIG. 50, the
proposed configuration of the optical terminating apparatus
TFd of the first embodiment has a switch scale reduced by
about 73% as compared to the conventional configuration (2)
regardless of change in the number M of wavebands per fiber.

Although the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention have been described with reference to the drawings,
the present invention is applicable in other forms.

For example, in the relay node of the embodiments, various
changes may be made as needed in the number K of the
input-side optical fibers Fil, Fi2, . . . FiK and the output-side
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optical fibers Fol, Fo2, . .. FoK; the number M of wavebands
transmitted by one optical fiber; the number N of wavelengths
included in one waveband; the add/drop rate y between the
waveband level WBL and wavelength level WLL; and the
add/drop rate z between wavelength level WLL and the elec-
tric level EL. A configuration of wavebands used in a TFd
portion of the present invention can be set independently of a
waveband configuration in the case of using wavebands in a
wavelength cross-connect (OXC) portion.

Although the optical path cross-connect apparatus OXC
disposed in the relay node is of the layered type having the
waveband path cross-connect portion BXC and the wave-
length path cross-connect portion WXC, the optical path
cross-connect apparatus OXC may not necessarily be of the
layered type and may be a single-layer type or may be a
multistage type having three or more layers. A configuration
of'wavebands used in the TFd portion of the present invention
can be set independently of a configuration of wavebands
used in the waveband path cross-connect portion BXC.

An optical signal dropped in the node via the TFd portion
is blocked before an output fiber so as not to be transmitted to
another node via an output fiber connected to OXC in the
optical path cross-connect apparatus OXC or a functional
portion disposed independently thereof, for example.

Although not exemplarily illustrated one by one, the
present invention may variously be modified within a range
not departing from the spirit thereof.

NOMENCLATURE OF ELEMENTS

10: optical signal terminating apparatus

104: drop-side optical signal terminating apparatus
10a: add-side optical signal terminating apparatus
TFd: drop-side variable filter (variable filter)

TFa: add-side variable filter (variable filter)

RN: relay node

EL: electric layer

MS: matrix optical switches

BS: waveband separator

BE: waveband selector

WS: wavelength separator

WE: wavelength selector (drop wavelength selector)

The invention claimed is:

1. An optical signal terminating apparatus for an optical
path network comprising: a variable filter selecting an optical
signal of a predetermined wavelength path making up any one
of'a plurality of wavebands included in one wavelength divi-
sion multiplexing light selected from a plurality of wave-
length division multiplexing lights respectively transmitted in
parallel via a plurality of optical fibers to a relay node in the
optical path network, the variable filter dropping the optical
signal to an electric layer,

the optical signal terminating apparatus further compris-

ing:

an optical branching device branching the wavelength divi-

sion multiplexing lights from the plurality of the optical
fibers; and

a plurality of matrix optical switches selecting one of a

plurality of the wavelength division multiplexing lights
branched from the optical branching device to output the
wavelength division multiplexing light to the variable
filter,

the variable filter including

a waveband separator separating the wavelength division

multiplexing light into a plurality of wavebands,



US 9,172,488 B2

27

a waveband selector selecting one waveband from a plu-
rality of wavebands separated by the waveband separa-
tor,

a wavelength separator separating one waveband selected
by the waveband selector into wavelengths, and

a drop wavelength selector selecting and dropping one
wavelength from a plurality of the wavelengths sepa-
rated by the wavelength separator to one of a plurality of
receivers included in the electric layer, and

the variable filter separating the one wavelength division
multiplexing light into a plurality of wavebands, the
variable filter selecting one waveband from the plurality
of the wavebands, the variable filter selecting and drop-
ping one wavelength from a plurality of wavelengths
making up the one selected waveband to one of a plu-
rality of receivers included in the electric layer.

2. The optical signal terminating apparatus for an optical
path network of claim 1, wherein the wavelength division
multiplexing light is a sequentially-arranged waveband in
which wavelengths making up each of a plurality of wave-
bands which constitute the wavelength division multiplexing
lights are sequentially selected such that one band is made up
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of a plurality of wavelengths having lengths continuous to
each other out of a plurality of wavelengths sequentially
arranged in order of length of wavelength.

3. The optical signal terminating apparatus for an optical
path network of claim 1, wherein the wavelength division
multiplexing light is a dispersively-arranged waveband in
which wavelengths of a plurality of bands respectively mak-
ing up a plurality of wavebands which constitute the wave-
length division multiplexing lights are sequentially selected
such that one band is made up of a plurality of wavelengths
having lengths discontinuous to each other out of a plurality
of wavelengths sequentially arranged in order of length of
wavelength.

4. The optical signal terminating apparatus of claim 1,
wherein the optical signal terminating apparatus has an add-
side variable filter selecting optical signals of wavelength
paths added from the electric layer to combine the selected
wavelengths into wavebands and an add-side branching appa-
ratus combining the combined wavebands into wavelength
division multiplexing light to transfer the wavelength division
multiplexing light to an optical fiber.
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